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CHARTA 

ERECTIONIS 
ACADEMtM EDINBURGENjE. 



Jacobus, Dei gratia, Rex ScotoAjm, . omni-; 
bus probis hominibus totius terrje sua, cleri- 
cis et laicis, salutem I ' , . 

Sciatis, no6 cum avisamento Donjinorum 
nostri Secreti Concilii,. quandam chartam et in- 
feofamentum per .nostram charissimam :iiHitreiii, 
pro tempore regni nostii Reginani, post suam 
perfectam letatem, cum avisamento et-consen- 
su Dominorum ejus Secreti Coneilii, fbctum, 
datum et concessum dilectis nostris Praepoaito, 
ballivts, .coDsuUbus'et communitati borgi^nos- 
tri de Edinburgh, et eorum succcssoribus,; su- 
per donatione, dispositione et confinnatione, 
omnium et singularum terrarum, teoeiMcnto- 
*um, domorum, asdiflciorum, eccleaiarum, ' ca- 
peltaniarum^ hortoruin, pomoeriorum, crpfta- 
mm, annuorum reddituum> fructuum, de- 
Ton'arum, proficuonim, . emolumentonitny fir- 
A . marum, 
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marum, eleenuHinaninH le Daill-ailver, obi- 
tuum et anniversariorum quonimcunque, quo- 
quovismodo pertimieruiit, ant pertinere de- 
noscuntiir, ad quascunque capellanias, altara- 
^a, pnebendas, in quacunque ecclesia, capella 
aut GoII^o, infra libertatem dicti burgi nostri 
de Edinburgh, fimdata seu iiindanda per quem- 
cunque patronum, in quorum posscsaione ca- 
pellani et prsebendarii earundem perpriiu fu< 
erant; ubicunque prsefats domus, tenementa, 
sdificia, pomoeria, horti, aanui redditus, apni- 
versaria, fi^cbu, prormtus et emdlumenta ja- 
cent, aut prius levata fuerun^ respective ; cum 
manoribu4, locis, hortis, pomariis, terris, an- 
nuis ndditibus, eniolumentis et devoriis qui- 
buscunque, qua: iFratribus Dominicalibus, seu 
pnedicatoribos et minoribus, seu Fra&ciscamSy 
dicti buigi cbstri de Edinbuigh, perprius per- 
tinummt 

Una cum omnibus et singulis terris, do^ - 
mibus, tenementis et hortis, jacentibus infra 
dictum nostrum burgum et libertatem ejusdem^ 
cum omnibus annuls redditibua de quacunque 
domo^ terris aut tenonentis infra dictum nos- 
trum biH^um, Icrandis quibuscunque capell»- 
niisfe 
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nCs, altaragiu, ecdesiia, mortuariis aut anni* 
versariis, ubicunque sunt infra regnum nos- ' 
tram Scotu^ dpnatis, do1ati& et fundatU. Ac 
edam cam onmibua et singulis annuis redditi- 
bus et aliis devorii^ solitis, aut quie per quam- 
cunque ecclesiam extra dictum nostrum bur- 
gum, a praeposito aut batlivis ejusdem de com- 
Qiuui redditu ejusdetn pro suilr^is celebran- 
dis, cum pertinentiis : ac da om- 

nibus aliis privile^^is, Hbertatibus et facultati- 
bus in charta et infeofamento, donatione et 
dispositiooe prtedicti^ desuper consedis, ad Ion- 
gum specificatis et contentis ; tenendis de dic- 
ta charissima nostra, matre et successoribtis 
mis ; de mandato nostro visam, lectam, inspec- 
tam et diligenter examinatam, sanam, inte- 
gram, non rasam, non cancellatam, nee in ali- 
qua sui parte suspectam, ad plenam' intel- 
lexisse, sub hac forma : 

" Mabia> Dei gratia, Kegina Scotonim, 
omnibus probis hominibus totius terne sux, 
clericis et laicis, salutem : 

" Sciatis, quia nos impensum munus nos- 
trum erga Divinum Sjnritum perpendentes, et 

pro 
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■pro ardenti zelo, quern- ob inter tenendam poli- 
tiam et tequabilem ordinem inter subditos nos- 
tros, priecipue vero infi'a burgum nostrum de 
Edinburgb, prasservandam habeinus i Conside- 
rantes itaque, nos ex officio teneri, munus er- 
ga Deum complecti debwe, cujus providentia 
"Reginam hujus regni piomovimus, sic quse ex 
officio incumbere, omni honesto modo pro ,mi- 
nistris verbi Dei providere ; et ut hospitalia . 
■ pauperibus mutilatis et miseris personis, ' orpha- 
iris, et parentibus destitutis infantibus, infra 
dictuni nostrum burgum pneseryentur : Post 
nostram perfectam setatem, cum avisamentp 
Dominorum Secreti Concilii nostri, dedimus, 
concessimus, disposuimus, ac pro nobis et suc- 
cessoribus nostris pro perpetuo confirmamus, 
prxdilectis nostris Pneposito, ballivis, consuli- 
bus, et comniumtati dicti nostri burgi de Edin- 
burgh, et ipsomm successoribus in perpetuum, 
omnes et singulas terras, tenementa, domes, 
^dificja, ecclesias, capellas, hortoSj pomceria, 
croftas, annuos redditus, fructus, devoria, pro- ' 
ficua, emolumenta, firmas, eleemosinas, le daill- 
sjlver, obitus et anniversaria quxcunque, qme 
quovismodo.pertinuerunt, aut pertinere denog- 
^, cuntur. 
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cuntur, ad quascunque capellanias, altaragla, 
praebendariais, in quacunque ecclesia, capella 
aut colleg^o, infra libertatem dicti nostri bui^i 
de Edinburgh, &ndata' seu fiindanda, per quem'" 
cunque patronum, in quanim possessione, ca^ 
pellani aut pnebendarii earundem perprius fiie- 
rant, ubJcunque praefatx domus, tenementa, 
iediScia, pomoeria, horti, annui redditus, annir 
versaria, fructus, proventus et emolum^tajar 
(^ent, aut prius ievata fiierunt respective : cum 
maneriis, locis, pomcEriis, terris, annuis reddi- 
tibus, emolumentis et devoriis quibfiscunque, 
quEc Fratribus Dominicalibus, seu prsedicar 
toribus pt minoribus, seu Franciscanis, dicti 
noetri burgi de Edinburgh, perprius perti- 
nuerunt; yna cum omnibus et singulis terris, 
domibus, tenementisque jacentibos infm dio- 
tum nostrum burgum et libertatem ejusdem, 
cum omnibus annuis redditibus, de quacunque 
domo, terris aut tenementis infra dictum nos- 
trum burgum levandis, datis, fundalis, et dona- 
tla, quibuscunque capelianis, ^ecclesiis, > mortu- 
ariis aut anniversariis, ubicunque sunt infra 
regnum noetrum. Ac etiam, cum omnibus et 
singulis annui? redditibus, et aliis devoriis so- 
• ' litis. 
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litis, aut quie per quuncimque ^clcBiam extra 
dictum nostram bu^m, a pneposito, aut bal- 
UviB ejusdem, de communi redditu ejusdem, 
pro suffragiis cetebrandis dnn^^dari pot«rit^ 
cam peTtinentiit. 

" Tenendas et habendas omnes et singulas 
pnefatas terras, tenementa, domos, lEedificia, 
pomocria, hortot, crofftas, aon^os redditus, fruo 
tus, devoria, proficua, emolumenta, finnas, 
eleemosinas, obitus> annirersaria^ ecclesiaa, ca^ 
pdlas, fratram loca, hortu^ cum pertinentiif^ 
pnefatia pneposito, ballivis, coniBuUbus et coidt 
munitati, et eonim successoribu*. de nobis et 
successoribus nostris, in perpetuutn, prout e^ 
dem jacent in longituditie et latJtudini^ in do- 
mibus, sdificiis, tnuria, mureniis, %ais, lapid^ 
et calce, cum libera introitu et exitu^-ftc ac 
. cum omnibus aliia et ungulis libertatibus, com- 
moditatibus, proficuis et asiamentis, ac jusda suis 
pertinentiis quibuscunque, tarn non uominatis 
quam nonHnatis, tam sub terra quam supra ter- 
lam, ad pnedictas terras, tenementa, domos, sdi- 
ficia, pomceria, hortos» croftas, annuos redditus, 
fVuctus, devoria, et alia pnescripti^ cum pert!* 
nentiis ^>ectaalibus^ seu juste ^ctaie valenti' ' 
bus. 
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bus, quonodo libet in futumiD, libera quiets, 
pleiiarie> integr^ bonorificev bene et in pace, abs- 
que teyocatipne aut contraidictione quacnoque; 
cum potestate memohiti* pnepoisitD, ballivis, 
consuUbot et cranmunitatif et ipsorum succet- 
soribus, , per seipsos et ipsorum coUectores, 
quos constituent pne&tos aunuOs redditus, 
fruGtus^ dcvoria, proficua, dinolumnita qusecun- 
qu^ levandi et recipiendi, ubicunque perprius 
levata fueruftt ; pne&ti terras et tenementa lo- 
candi et removendi, loca diruta extruendi et 
reparandi, eademque in hospitalia, aut atios si- 
miles usus legitimos, prout ipnsy cum avisa- 
mento ministronim et seniorum dicti fiostri 
burg! videbitur, reduceodi et applicandi^ adedr 
Ubere in (Hnuibus, sicud pnefeti prsebendarii^ 
oipellani et fratres pnescripti eisdem perprius 
gaudere, easdcmque possidere potuissent: me^ 
morati autem pncpoeitu^ ballivi, consules et 
eorum succeasores, tenebuntur ac restricti e- 
runt, rainistro^ lectores, et alia ecclesiastica 
onA^ pnefatis annuis reddidbus, proficuis et 
devoriis, iiflcandum valorem et quuititatem eo- 
Tandcm, nutineFe, loca et cdificia reparanda, in 
bospitalitatem et alios usus praescriptos appli- 

care. 

" Co|isi.denmte». 
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, '^ Consid^fantes;: itaque quahta iraudej in 
gens iuin[i«iia dictomm prEebendarionim, ciipel- 
luwrum et fratruni prsscrtptonun, qui post &\- 
tercatioDem Feligionis, terras, anuuos-redditus 
et emolumenta ipsorum o^llants^ pn^t^dis et 
aliis locis respective perprius morti^cata^ dia- 
posuemnt, alteBaruDt, et in manibus quomn- 
dam particutarium vJronim extjaidonanint : ac 
etiamque legii Qostri^quarundam'tenanun, te- 
nemcntorum et anuuoram reddituum, per ip- 
sorum pitedecessores mortificatoruin, jus silH 
acclamarutit, per brevia capeUe. nostne, aut 
alias sasinam, tan'quam haeredes suorum prsede- 
cesswum (qui easdem eccksie perprius dota- 
Tunt) recuperarunt ; quod eveait, partim negli- 
gentia officiartomta dicti bui^'nostri, et :par- 
tijn collusioae dictomm priebeftdarioruin, . ca- 
pellanorum fratnimque priescriptorum. Quo- 
circa, cum avisamento prsescriprto^ (mibes «t 
singulas hujusmodi alienationes, dispositiones 
et sasinas^ quibus primum propositiim et atiiim 
fundatorum infringitur, alteratur . et variafur, 
deducendo easdem in particulare& hsus, . ad elf- 
fectum quo esedem in usus suprascripto» cod- 
vetti 
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T^ poterint, per praesentes rescindimus et axf 
nuUamus, quamquidam banc nostram declara- 
tionem volumus tanti esse roboris et efficbct£, 
ac si personte quod easdem dispositiones obti- 
nuemnt, particulariter citatae essent, ipsorum- 
que infeofamenta absque ulteriori processa re- 
scinderentur. 

. " Ac etiam, cum avisamento pnecripto, uni- 
mu8 et incorporamus, omDes et singulas terras, 
tenementa, domus, xdiBcia, ecclesias, caemete- 
rta, capellas, pomoeria, hortos, croftas, annuos 
redditus, ductus, devoria, proficua, emolumen-' 
ta, finnas, eleemosinas, obitus, anniversaria^ fra- 
tniin et loca eorundem, cUm suis pertioen- 
tiis, in unum corpus, in posterum appellandum, 
Fundatio no$tri Ministerii et Hospitalitatis de 
Edinburgh. 

" Volumus etiam, quod unica sasina per prx- 
jatos praepositum et ballivos, aut ipsorum ali-. 
quern dicti ministerii, et hospitalitatis nomine, 
apud preetorium dlcti nostri burgi, semel ac- 
cepta, tam sufliciens erit sasina perpetuo in fii- 
turum, ac si eadem super particulares terras, ad 
dictos capellanos, prxbendarios, fratres, perti- 
oentes, aut ipsos in prxfatos annuos reddjtus, 
fi . annirersaria, 
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anniversaria, firmas, proficua ct deroria.pra?-' 
Bcripta debitas sumeretur, non obstante Iocch 
rum distaiitia. Prtfeterea, per prjesente^, nolu- 
mus capellanos, prtebendarios et frafresi(qm 
ante dictam alterationem- proviso erant)' per 
hoc pnesens nostrum infeofiimentum pngudi- 
care, sed reservamus illis usum dictorum fruc-' 
fuum et devoriarum durante eorum vita-tan-i 
turn. ■ Pnecipiendo itaque ndstrorum, compu- 
forum rotulatorrbas prtesentibus et fiituris, ip- 
iorum collectoribus, factortbus et alfiis quomttt 
interest, in genere nee non in spede, qtiod ne- 
que eorum recipere ant levare pnesumat dictos. 
fructus particulariter suprascriptoS; pfo quovis 
tempore prseterito seu future, nee impediant 
kut impedimentum ulhim faciant, meroorati» 
pneposito, ballivis, consulibus, communitatt et 
eorum succ^ssoribus, in pacifica possessione ea- 
rundem : requirendo et ordiftando etiam Domi* 
nos Sessionis nostra, quatenui Utetaj in omni'^ 
lius quatuor formis ad instantiam dictoruift 
prspositt, baltivovuni, consilium, communitatt^ 
et ipsorum successorum, ad cffectufti subscrip- 
turn dirigant. Nee non pnecipiendo quibu*> 
"Ciinque intromissoribus cum- dictis fructibB& 
' " w. . c^uatenus 
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jfuatenus ipsis de eis^eni promptte inteadait^ 
;pareant et gcadam ^utionem facient 

" Id cujus rei testimonium liuic prseseati 
iCarts npstri Ma^um SigiUura nostrum apponi 
-pr^fSpiimie, te&tibu^ Revereodissimo in Cbriatp 
-FfttrQ, J«9li9e, ^rchi^isceyiK) Sancti Andres, et 
-dHectii nwtns cotuaitgUHiejU}, Georgio, Comite 
-de -Huntley, 'J>9eiiD<} Gordoun et Badeqoch, 
-Canoellftrio noStro; JftSQbo, Comite de Botb^ 
nvdl, DomixK) JKailtifi, Cnchteun, et liddJsdal^' 
-regqi inastri Magno AdminJlo ; dilectU noatris 
,£iimiiArib)u coociUariis, fiiehardo MaitUod de 
,ljetbiDgt«fKi^jiQttri:SecretiSi^UtCtMtos; Ja^o* 
ibo Qaiiow ^e l^ittindriecli, nostrorum Rotulo- 
.tnuD iBi^fp&tn .ac Concilii ;Clerico; et .Johanna 
■fiaUadJne.de Aucbnoul^ nostne Jus^arie Cle- 
iricD, ;£quitibu3 ^nnitis : Apud :JEdinburgli> de- 
-eioiD teitio die sDetuis .&£artii, atino Domini 
■milletinio qprngeotesimo seK^etimD aexto, at 
■ttfpd niutri: vigeumo quinto." 

QutiBipudnn eartam .«t .iefiHifamentom in 
'fmmibms ^uisifiunciis vt Articalis, conditiDDfe- 
-bns et tnodis, ac cinnimstandia Buis,quibu9cu|i- 
^pi^ tnonuubuB.etfcr oama,:foEm» |t«rit^..^ 
. ; effectu 
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cffectu ut pnemissum est, approbamus, raUfioN 
nius, ac pro nobis et successoribus nostris pro 
perpetuo confirmainus, 

Insuper, nos cum avtsamento prasdicto pro 
diversis rationalibus, causis bonis et considera* 
tionibus, nos moventibus, de novo, tenore pras- 
sentium, damus, concedimus et disponimus, pne- 
fato Pneposito, ballivis, consulibus, et commu- 
nitati dicti buTgi nostri de Edinbutgh, et eo- 
Tum successoribus, omnes et singulas pnenomt- 
natas terras, tenementa, donius, sdifieia, an- 
uuos redditus, capellas, locos, hortos, pomceria* 
crt^tas, census, fiimas, proficua, et emolunienta, 
et alia respective, et particulariter superius 
Gpecificata ; per ipsos in perpetuum appUcanda 
in suBtentattonem ministerii, paupenun auxi- 
' liuna, repaFatioDem scholarum, propagationem 
literanim et scientiarum pro eorum et succes- 
aonim suonim arbitrio, uti eis magis utile vide- 
bitur. Quibus etiam pro nobis et successori- 
bus nostris, plenariam ac Itberam committimuai 
potestatem quoscunque alios anniios redditus, 
annua proficua quxcunque, tam extra quara 
intra dictum nostrum bui^m, qus in poste- 
fum per quoscunque bono zelo> ac Itbe^te 
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wa motos, ad alHlonaitinn nuaistronini eT%B- 
gelii, aHxilium paupenint, ac sustentationon 
^moaiiioniin, pro iastaurandia acientiis et d6c- 
^ina, donari et dotari contiagerent, acceptandi : 
i^uas etiam terras, amtuos redditus et pfttficuti 
supra scrij>tai 'perptius donata et fondata, et in 
jpoisterum. donanda et fiindanda at promissum 
«8t; Not, pro nobis et succesvoribtis nostril 
nunc prottt extant, et tunc i^out exiode, con- 
^rrnunus, ratificattius, et admortizaiDus, et ^a»- 
dem adeo libere mortificamus; stcuti aliqufe ter- 
ne, redditus, tenementa' et possessiones, eccle- 
tax ullo ttrnpore praecedenti mortificatie Aie- 
nint 

Pneterea, nos pro ' nobi^ ^et successjoribtu 
ttotftm, raldficatsus^ approbaniuSi et fc()aflrnBi- 
mus reniiBCiatiotietn'' ct> dimiseioniem per fxati- 
liarem serritbTem tiA^trutti/Jcfaiiiieni'Gib, ike- 
-tarn de omnibus jure actioito qute ipse vittnte 
i»)atT« donationis fomtelidere posuit, ad pne- 
posituram itKcJfsis' beats- Marisede Campis, 
(vu\p>t^e Kiri of lUid), cam fractibus, tprns» 
^sse»ionibns, redditilms et devoriis f^usdem, 
prftteritiB, phcsentibna et futuris, in favoreni 
^ti Pnepositi, baUiTorunij consultnn, et com* 
munitati^ 
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UprWHaine et ex parte nuii»teni:qt;p«iperu% 
•)>P i>f ivil«gia et Jihutatem dicti .^onVi^ .btf^ 
Att^dur^sa. extant, vuta et f^atiq^aioica .qw^ 
|imposito,'pi»t]QBd»h», 9M%'<k>tibii» At ftHttb- 
)im Xenpattt ^latfirito peiti^o^iimtr laaxinw 
iqttajQt Qomnodaipro .coostnuttaau dfuaomfl^ 
jBtiodifQiontm tibi prvfesaores boi^anw: s^ita- 
JiHnim et Ulnuufla, ac rsttidentes .^tMadeiq, rct- 
^anere et .suaqi , dittturn^m exerciii9tifln«ai har 
iKrejpoteriot; ultra et .preetet- tiia lQoa>.coRv^ 
Atentt^.pKO lMvpitalil»t£. 
.. Id^, »O0 .foixjc cupieate^ ut in b/mopem 
Dei et commune bonum nostri regni, literatura 
jp4i«» ;^igeatitr.; volumus,et coocodMim, quod 
Jj««bttpra9fatia.>Br»pQHto, «eMuUh«»tetF««KiuB 
juec^apofibms, sdlficam ^t r«paf«re Auffij^entoi 
^Qmod.et :loca,.prjo,;iKQeptioQe,:iuhit«ti(me Qt 
treetattQBC profeaionun, .sehQUmin giaifimati^ 
caHam, haiDaiijtati9>et.Uiigp:miiii>.pbtb)SQp)u)^ 
^eak)^3!, nKdicinae, et juiium, aut qwrttotr 
punque aliarum actentiamm lilKt^ditM, qUo4 
declaoamus luUlam fere i^tuivm .praedkt^ 
mortificationis ; ac ettam pne&ti Pfieeponta), 
haljivi et .conuUes, ac eomm tucccttpreai odid 
,. .. ' : avisamento 
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avissnrMto tMien'eomm uriirfstnffiun/ p»o [Ht' 
petDo in posCemia ptnam babeuit li4seitat«»y> 
personas-ad dictaJi proftunHUs edocendu, aitt^ 
xtme idoneta, vcti mflgis cflraVnriettfer pet«i4irt; 
degeiidl, cum potestate imp^endi et rettio-^ 
Vendi ipsos sicuti cKpediverit; ac 'infaitjendo: 
omnibtM aliis^ ne dictaa- sci^itias intra dteti 
flostii btti^ libertatem pr0lit«ffliitUT mt' do- 
CeantJ nisi- per' -ptxhtos Pnepositumy balliros' 
fit coflaufes,' edrmnqnc snccesaotea admissi ftwh 
nmt. Proviso, quod prassentes ■ imltftteniis 
prasjudiestbunt nee actoribus- nee reis nee ^ia 
inifins&c habentibas in ejeetione et causa p»v 
tecuta penes decimas g&rbales de- Dunibemie^ 
Fbtticet Moncriefv'ad capdlanoa ecclesis bea- 
fx \£gid£e de EcKnburgb pcMaentes ; neqiM 
jdri patronatus ^sdem ; sed quod- utrisqui 
parti, et* omiribus^ interessc habeotibiis usque 
ad finalem etitum et decisionem: in hujuslnod^ 
lit congrdit, prosequi et tleftnderc Uceat, pr»» 
sentibus aut qnibuscunqne in dsdera' conteati* 
XLon bbstantibus. Proviso etiam, -quod miniK 
stri deservientes apud dictas'ecclesias,-ipftf'pccc^ 
sent! et in futurum, sustinebuntur de promp- 
tidribus ftuctibus earundem, secundum ordi- 
nem desuper nunptum seu sumendum. 
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In cujus rei testunonhim, huic pnetenti 
chartas nostra; confirmationis Magnum Sigillum 
nostrum apponi pnecipimus, testibus prxdilec- 
tis nostris consanguineis et consUariis, £sin(^ 
Lenocis Duce, Comite de Demeli^ Domino 
,Fatrboltoun, D^keith et Aubigny, Sec Magno 
regni nosb-i Camerario ; Colino, Argathelix. 
Comite, Domino Campbel et Lome, &c. Can- 
cellario.ac Justiciario nostro Geaerali; Reve- 
lendisstmis et Venerabilibus in Chiisto Patri- 
bus, Patricio, Sancti Andreas Archiepiscopo ; 
Roberto, Commendatorio Monasterii nostri de 
Dunfermling, nostro Secretario ; dilectis nostris 
familiaribua et consiliaris, Alexandre Hay, nos- 
tronim Rotulorum Regiatri ac Concilii Clerico ; 
Ludovico Ballenden de^Auchnoule, milite, nos- 
tree Justiciaria; Clerico ; Roberto Scot^ nostne 
Cancellarise Directore; et Magistro Thoma Bu- 
quhanan de Ybert^ nostri Secreti Sigilli Cu»* 
tode : Apud- castrum nostnmi de Striviling^ 
decimo quarto die mensis Aprilis, anno Domini 
millesimo quingentesimo octogesimo secundo, 
jegnt nostri anno decimo quiuto. 

HISTORY 
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Capi^ verbatim, and in the ordinal SipeBing, 
from a Mamucript preserved in the Univer- 
sity Library. 
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I UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 



liso. 

After the Reformation of Religion was esta- 
blished in Scotland, the Citie of Edinburgh 
and Ministry thereof were very earnest and 
zealous for the promoting of learning, their 
great intention being to have an Univeisitie 
founded in the citie ; but the three Universi- 
ties of St Andrew's, Glasgow, and Old-Aber- 
deen, by the power of the Bishops bearing 
some sway in the Kirk, and more in the State, 
did bet their interpriae^ In the year 1578, by 
the earnest dealing of Mr James Lawson, mini- 
ster of Edinburgh, (a learned man, whose first 
imployment 
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imployment had been a Regencie in the Col- 
ledge of Aberdeen^ the High Gntnimar School 
was compleated, in the place of the ruined Mo- 
nasteiy of the Blackfriatt^ with some intention, 
if no more could be obtained, at least to make 
it Schoiam Ulustrem, with Profession of Logick^ 
and the parts of Philosophie in private classes. 
The Bishops were theii liniversallie abhorred in 
the whole Kirk of Scotland, whereby Mr James 
Lawson, Mr Walter fialcuKjuall, ministers, Wil- 
liam Little, with his brother Mr Clement Uttle, 
one of the Commissars of Edinburgh, were more 
Tigorous in prosecuting their design j and this 
year, upon that inteotion, Mr Clement Little 
dedicated all his books for the beginning of 
ane Ijbrary. They were put up in Mr James 
Lawson's galery, an part pf the lodgings- ap- 
poyntcd for the ministry, situated where thei 
Parliament House is now founded. 

1581. 
This was the fetall year for extirpating the 
Hierarcy of Bishops in Scotland, and covenant- 
ing against it and other abuses in doctrine and 
discipline, especially Papacie, which seemed to 
take 
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take some footing again in sundry places. The 
time being favourable, was well plyed by the 
ministers and eitizons of Edinbuigh before ntk- 
tned, and many else assisting them. Sa diat 
having obtained ane gift of ane University 
within the citie, in the beginning of this 
year they purchased firom John Gib and John 
Fenton, servants to the King, their right of 
the Kirk of Field, to be ane place for the si- 
tuation of t^ intended Colledge : It consist- 
ed then of two parts, divided by ane narrow 
lafte goeing from the Cowgate, on the west 
ffjrde of Mr Alexander Guthrie's yardsi thorow 
the place where the common-hall now stands ; 
and from tibence towards the west, where now 
the back gate of the CoUedge leadeth to the 
Potter-row Port. On the north-west of this 
lane was the great lodging whoe now are the 
.schools of the private classes. This was the 
lodging of the Duke of Chatteleraut, Earle of 
Aron, and, by the forfeiture of the Hamiltons, 
disponed to some Courtiers, and by them to 
the Magistrats of Edinburgh. . .On the east and 
south side of this land, was the yarde, chain- 
hers, and lod^g, and kirk, belonging to the 
cc4l£gial 
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f^llegial provefttry and prebendaries of the Kirk- 
a-field, commonly called TempUtm et Prtrfectura 
Sancta Maria in Campi*^ because that, when 
the Cowgate was an logch, it was in ste^ qS 
the wall of the town. But afterwarda, the reli- 
gious houses of the Blackfryars, Kiik-a-field, 
and Gnuyfriars, thought it more safe for them 
to have the town-wall drawn about without 
them ; and so, drying the Cowgate logch, they 
enlai^ed the town on the south syde. This 
Kirk-a-field stood along towards die east frooi 
the Potter-row Port, having ane garden on the 
south, betwixt it and the present town-wall: 
On the east end thereof was the lodging of the 
Provest, where now the Principal of, the Col- 
ledge hath his rooms \ and to the east from 
thence, (within the present CoUedge yeard), 
were the prebendaries chambers, blown up with 
fire at the inurthcr of King Henry; and to this 
religious convent belonged all the CoUedge 
yards. For many years thereafter, John Fen- 
ton keeped possession of the Provest of the 
■Kirk-a-field lodginjg, and the yard lying there- , 
to. 
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1583. '-■■.. 
The Coimdie, in March; csnised iiiclosfe t^' 
present preccinot of the CoHedge with walU ; 
and being informed of the pitnie, leaPniilg and 
wisdome of Mt Robert Bollock, who, in die. 
old Colledge of St Andrew's, after some yeara 
profession of Humanityi had now gone thorough 
tile course of Philosophy with an class, which 
was to be g^uated at Lambess followiogi 
they prevailed with him to undertake, the 
charge of' t^elr CoDedge, and broiigbt him to 
Edinburgh the next hatneat' iln October he 
began to teach in thf lower hall of the great 
Ibdgin^, t^ere bejiig'-a greilb confluesee of stu- 
dents alliiiied.'with the^rwt worehof the man; 
but diverse of' th«to'bfeli>!g^*fcH; ri^e enough in 
Hk Latine tongue, were, in November next, 
put under the charge W Mr Duncan Name, a 
lamed and pious ytiung irtan, who, upon Mr 
Kotlock's recommendation, was chosen -second 
master of the O Hedge. These he exercised 
that year in the Jbatine tongue, and the year 
following prosecuted the studies of the Greek, 
this being the second class succeeding to Mr 
Ro]lo<;ka 
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Rollock's owen cUsm. Thair schoole wu the 
same where now the Profeuor of Humanity 
tiitpheth.: w:faich contiiined to^ tfc ^be scbooli 
fia t^ fi^an Ctawe till the year VSQi or.there- 
fey : Ti» lower hall was then fw, the. Simiba' 
JOB Clause, and for the pvblick ^ee^pg of the 
four claaaes. The Bai^elars met ii| the <^iam- 
her above the schole of Ijfumati^ev ^o^ the 
qnc and the other being t^GK larger- ThQ 
Magestrands (asnpF) convoened in the high 
hall ; which was also the .solemne place of 
meeting at puUick ftCtft eKahunattobs and grs*- 
cluatioiu. ' The. praunt audifiaries of Qie. semiea 
and batchelars were, emptoyed £ir. choidben,. 
there ibeing,. none else beside, ksce^ ,tbe 14 
little chambers (now;, called the. Old Reed 
Chamberei oa tb^ worth ay<Jfi ofithe little clos&i 

1584.,, 
This year fell out to , be vciy troubleaome. 
James Douglas, Earle of Mortoun, la^ Begenti 
had been overthrown by his ^emJes, and. 
brought to his death by thepubl)ck.«^ecutloBiir 
at the Cross of Edinburgh. C^tain James 
Stewart, (brother to ^e ^rd OcU\txt:e), a da- 
ring 
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ring spirit, and- principal of Morton's irien^, to 
st^ngthen their faction, (having banished and 
forfeited, the HamiltODs beffM<^^ • had brou^ 
home Esme Stewart, Lord Aub^ie in France, 
cousing-germane of Henry, &ther to Kinc 
James VI. HeatiirstwasmadeEarleandthere- 
afto* Duke c£ Lennox. Captain James Ste^axt 
^as made Chancellar and Eazle c^ Aran ; Bo- 
bert Stewart, (natural son to -King James V.jl, 
Earle of Orkney ; WiUiam, Lord'Ruthveo, <ce- 
vqlted from the Earle of Morton's- friendship)) 
Earie of Gowrie; and John, Lord Maxwell, 
£ark. of Morton. The friendship with Eflglamd 
and ProtestaAU iibroade upholden by. Regent 
Mortdn and'his iViendsi grew cold. The French 
(be Aubignie's means) having great power in 
the Court of Scotland, be the Guisan aigents, 
had brought the fevouers of the true religion to 
be out of favour. Gowrie, (a zealous Protestant, 
but a politick head), perceiving mattCTS to goe 
beyond his intentions, having the King and 
chief courtiers with him at his house of Ruth- 
ven, drew his friends thither,. and taking Aran 
captive, procured Lennox to be commanded 
back to France. Aran shortly thereafter esca- 
D ping. 
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ping, returned to the King, and turned tt«c 
whole face of afiurs to an contrary course, pro- 
curing not only the nobility that had been 
against him to be banished, (namelie, the Ere- 
jkins and Lyons), and Gowrie to be executed ; 
but such of the ministry as were most zealous 
to be confyned oc ^banished. Mr James Iaw- 
Bon, (a great Mend of the Colledge,) dyed at 
London in banidnneiit, to the great grief of all 
the godly. Mr Balcanqualt was banished also. 
The Dbtary begun be Mr Clement Little, was 
transported out of Mr James Lawson's house, 
ami delivered to Mr Robert Rollock, who set 
it up in the Colledge, in the rownie which is 
now the Bachelars scholes. The Abbey <^ 
Pasley be the forfalture first of the Hamiltcms, 
thereafter of the Erskins, being viking at 
the King's donation, was bestowed upcm the 
Town of Edinburgh, who intended to employ 
an part thereof for anb oeconomy to be kept in 
the Colledge j but the revolutions of State, 
which shortly followed, quashed that designe. 

W85. 
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W85; 

. ■ . i .... ' •» ■ 

The plague of p«titenc£, which fa&d begun 
ia the end of the former year> raged vChement- 
fy all this yew, to that in May ill the schoUars 
•Krere dissipate, and Mr Robert "Rcdlock, with 
Mr Duncan Nune, second tnaister, departed 
o#e the towne ; yet the CounciU vigorousely 
prosecuted the f^rick till the court was in- 
closed, chusing Andrew Sclater (late Baylie) 
master of work, and treasurer or collector 
of th^ Colledge rents.' In the beginning of 
November followed an great revohition of af- 
fairs ; for Captam JansM Stewart, arysing hy 
degrees to immoderate power, (b6tng made 
Earle of Aran, and Ghancelar of Scotland), 
spared not to tread upon the Nobilitie for ha- 
ving banished all the Hamiltons, Douglases, 
"Ersfcins, and Lyons, with their friends He de- 
spised the rest, and ruled all things at his plea- 
sure. The Queen of England, («n whose ter- 
ritories the banished Noblemen lufked) ufader- 
fitanding 
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standing the great hatred bom to Aran, procu- 
red the rest of the Scots Noblemen (there ba- 
nished) to be reconcile to the Hamiltons, and 
be the deling of-Sir Lewes Ballenden of Brough- 
tftu, Ju4tii^-Bi«fll6, E^b«8Bd(?uit from ScQtJand 
t* b/mfi^i l^w^tstrong p^ftic to jc^oetrifJ) 
tl>p;,b4Qisl»td!iJv<»Td^ who, returning .home.sft- 
(9^1y,snd.jo^niqg with the '£^e of ^B0tbweU 
%i)d Lord Maxw^l. (many (^ their freind« 4iid 
Aran's edeniies; flocking together), in tbeJK* 
ginning of, November, tlie cbuatiy gentlemeQ 
being cold' , in assisting Aran,, and Mr John 
Rfcutlan, Secretary ; the Laird of Largo, Corap- 
troUef ; Sit:- Waiter. Stew^t, Fryociof Blanty^ 
and Sir Robert MelvitI, prime courtiers,. seci:et- 
Jy advancing tlw desigpae, took the Castle of 
Sterling,-; where the King, then remained, Aran 
with some of hia complices, escaping. In De- 
cember following, in 'a Parliament at Linlith- 
gow, was. passed the act of general oblivion, • 
aQdtbe forfeited Noblemen and igentlemen re- 
..gtctjfed. William Little, (a great friend to the 
Gplle<igeX was elc;cted Provest of Edinburgh ; 
%Capt^n,(ajnes Stewart, to k<ep the town 
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at his dtvotioa, had caused himself -to be elei> 
ted Provost of tike citie, upon the Kill's letter, 
(who notwithstxndiDg proved a faithful frimd 
to the tx)wa), - and Mr WiUian Stewart to be 
- joynt clerk, with Mr Alexander Guthrie. . 
In the end.ofthi&yeafj the. Nationall CovO' 
pautwoasul^cjnbtsd in tbeCoIledge be Mf.SqJ^ 
kx^ and Mr Name, tnaisters of tlie same, and 
be Mr John Crage the King's minister,, (who 
had framed the draught thereof), and be Mr 
James Hamilton, minister, who, during thebsf 
nishment of Mr lawson. and Mr Balcanquall, 
was brought in topjeach in the citie; to. which 
is pre6xd the subscription of on -Mr J(^ 
Gray, who what he was I have not yet learo- 
ed. Ad oidinance was also passed, that all 
who should take degrees in the Colledge sould 
subacrybe the same. 

1586. ' 

In the beginning of February, (the fear of 

the plague being removed)^ the Marstets and 

Stiidents of the Colledge'retumedand-prosecti- 

' ted 
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ted their courses. Mr Robert Rollock (aldto* 
he still taught a private class) ffias created Prin- 
cipal of &e CoUedgedth February; about the 
which time, MftDuncan Name, second Regent^ 
deceased with great regrate. In whose place 
succeeded Mr Charles I^misden, (thereaf^ 
mmister at -IhidinstonX bred in St Andrew's 
under Mr Hollock. About the same tyme, 
-John, Lord Hamilton, (for his elder brother, 
Jaimei, Earle of Aran, being overtaJcen with 
phrensie, lived retired), being now restored to 
his lestate, layed daim to the lodging in the 
Kirk-a-field, which had bene converted and em- 
-ployed for the schools qf Philosophie : The de~ 
-bate was put c^ for a time. On the last of 
August, priviledge of a month's vacance was 
granted to the students of the Colledge, which 
thereafter was enlarged. In the beginning of 
October, Mr Charles Lumisden dimitting, and 
it being thought fit that ane third classe should 
begin, programs were set forth to invite able 
spirits to give tryal.for. two Regents places. 
.After publick, ^sputS' for 10 days, be 6 young 
' inen, the Judges appoyoted be the Provost and 
Councill, 
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Covncill, declared Mr Adam Col^ (afterwards 
minister at Inveresk^ ami' Mr Alexander Scrim- 
ger, (thereafter minister at Irwin), to be best 
qualified for the profession of Philosophie, who 
accordingly were admitted; Mr Colt goeiDg 
forward with Mr Lumisdens classe, entiing up- 
on the third year of their course; and Mr 
Scrimger beginning with the new iiitrants : the 
other 4 disputants were honond>ly rewarded fra: 
their pains. Richard Lunan, student, was ftt 
the same time elected porter of the Colledge : 
he was afterward minister at 



1587. . 

Mr James Bichi^, writer, his houses in the 
Kirk-a-field, and wynd thereof, with, the yarde, 
were purchased to the Colledge. In August, 
Maister Kobert Rqllock did laure ^t the first 
classe which had passed under his. charge in 
the Colledge of Edinburgh, after every one of 
them had subscrybed the Covenant They 
were to the number of 48, among whom were 
many able wits, namely, Mr'Charles Ferme, Mr 
Philip 
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Philip Heslop, Mr Heory Charteris, and Mr Pa- 
trick Sands, who were thereafter Regents, and 
the: two last came to be Principals of the Col- 
ledge. 

After the solemniti* of the lauwatibD, the 
Council, Ministers and Kkk-^e^ion, (be the 
advice and concurrence of the Presbytry) call- 
ed Mr Robert Rollock! from his EegeRcy to be 
Professor of Divinity^ which pioffssioA' conti- 
nued in the person of the Principal of the Col- 
;ledge to. the year l6i(y. 

In October, followed a pubiick disputation 
for election of an successor to Mr Robert Rol- 
lock in the profession of Philosophic. The four 
above-named (with some other?) gave their 
tryali, and be the^ eqipointed Judges were all 
4^roven; Ms Philip Heslop being most ap- 
proven, was chosen- for the charge then vake- 
ing. Mr Rollock also (beside the profession of 
Divinity) was called to preach on the Sunday 
morning in the East Knk of St'Giles. 
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1588. 
Mr Adam Colt's classe, (bdng the second 
initiatG be Mr I>uncan Name, continued be Mr 
Charles Lumisden to the end of the second 
year), was §^aduat in August, being, about tbe 
number of 90. 

1389. 
In January, Mr Charles Fenne, (being appnv 
ven in the former disputation as second for pi- 
ntle), was elected Regent, to have the charge 
of the next classe, which was to begin in Oc- 
tober following ; for, in the year 1585, he rea- 
30)1 of the pestilencCj there was no new class 
taken up, suid consequently this year, 1589, 
there was no laureation. He was a man of ob- 
sciire parentage, hut exceedi^pgly piouse, indus- 
triouse and learned. He was thereafter called 
to the ministry at Frazerburgh in Bucban, 
where there was ane beginning of ane Univer- 
sity, over which he had the charge, and died 
therin, having bene much persecuted be the. 
Prelats. He was bom about Edinburgh, bred 
up in Mr Alexander Guthrie's familie, and of 
£ good 
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good age when he entered to the College. !□ 
October, the other two who had bene approven 
in the disjiuOttion 1587) Mr Henry Charteris 
and Mr PatrickSandg, were elected Begents. 
' Mr Henry Charteris was put in the cha^ of 
ihe Mi^trand Classy bred up for ^e 6rst 9 
' years be Mr Alexander Scrimger, who, for some 
nialeversation in a niutinie of his scholars, was 
(in a quiet maner) removed be Mr Robert Ilol- 
lock, Principal This Mr Uenry Charteris was 
the eldest son of thd.t worthie citizen Henry 
Charteris, who sundry tymes was Baylie of 
Edinburgh with great commendation : He was 
a grandchild of the great (tlio' now decayed) 
house of Kin&unes, not unlearned, and an great 
ikvourer of learning, and advancer of printing. 
Mr Patrick Sands, (bom of -an honest familie 
near to Cutros), was set over the Batchelar 
Classe left be Mr Philip Heslop, who dqnurted 
to traveile in Germany. 

1590. , 

In Febeniary, the communing betwixt the 
Lords of Sf»sion and Town-councill ended in a 
contract whereby the Lords of Session, for the 

first 
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^ret pirt, the CouncjU of Edinbor^ £>r the se- 
cvnd, the Advocati and Claiks of the Sigiwt 
for die tUrd, earii partie adviotced a thousand 
- lib:, making ' up a, stuck; of -8000 Jih., Ah- -tbe 
wluch the Towhe^oDuncill obliged thejnselv^ tp 
pay 30& Kb. a ^'e^, towanb the maintenance of 
a Professor of the Laws. Notwithstanding, 
.Mr Adam Newton, Advocat, iwbo.ifirst-Vras 
called to that place, aisd SirAiJbaan DaraoM*, 
. who (apon reiAoTE^ of Mr'Aida«t.N6frtoQ, as 
not I^vteg the ^pttibadoii of die To'wiv-iio'An- 
ciH'at his altry) was .-seeond in th^ charge, 
both of them did only >profes9e Huniahitie pu- 
blicly in the CoUege,r without ai^mentioa 'of 
the Lawes. Mr Adam Newton whs the son of 
Adam Newton, baker, burges of Edinburgh : 
He was afterwards goveroour to the much-re- 
nouned Prince Henry, eldest son to James VI. 
and was made a Khight'Barone^ of good reve- 
nuesin England. Sir Adrian Damman of Bis- 
tervell, a subject of the King of Denmark, was 
orator and agent for tile Estates of the Low 
Countries resident at the Court of Scotland. lu 
August, Mr Henry Cbarterls laureated the third ' 
classe, being only 13 in number. 

The 
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The '30th «fjDly 1589. Coiuideriag that 
Iftie ' Master of hyndaey, ukMnan of the Ab- 
bey of HadiDton, with copsentof tbe Prioiees 
thereof, is willing to i((»propriat the livit^ ther> 
of to the use of the ministrte and schoolea^ 
particularily of the burgh of Ediobsrgh, it fs 
^pointed, that William Small, Baylie, the Dean 
of Guild, John Johnston aind John Harlaw, 
have a caie -of the said niattef for the Town's 
part. On the SOth of Angoit 1589, the Master 
of Lyndsey assigneLthe Good Town to his tak 
of the Priory of Hadinton for the crop 1588. 
John Johnstone, Collector, ordained to uplift 
'the said ycSer's duety, paying the Prioress of 
the first and rc^i^t 

1591. 

In August the 4th classe was graduated undf^r 
the chai^ of Mr Patrick Sands. This year 
Mr Adam CoU being called to the ministrie of 
Bortbwicfe, \phence l^e was transported to Ip- 
neresk, (where he died of good age, and mvclx 
feput^tion for learning; yisdo^e and pietig^ 

Mr 
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MrPhiltp Heslop retuming dut of Genasay, 
Bras the second time called to the Regency, 
fiui had the cfaa^e of Mt J^'ikkiX^h'n dame.- 



. Mr Philip Ileslop brou^t tlie Sik clasie to tl^ 
fierce of laureatiop, about S8 io number- 

1593. 

The 6th class?, educated ijDder the charge of 
Mr Charles Ferm^, ^itras laureat ISth Augu^t^ 
J9 in number. John, Ear| of Gowrie, also 
both defended the Theses, and disputed upon 
them, ^d ^bscryved the Covenant 

Thomas Gilbert, studeiit in the supreme 
f:iasse, was elected janitor. 

7th August. Mr Henry Chatteris advanced 
the 7tb classe tp the degree of Maister of Art«, 
to the number of SO. In November, Mr{^hi- 
)ip Heslop being.called to ihe ininistry at In- 
Tfitnsk, (where he died in few, years thereafter), 
^x peoige llobertwn, thpifsop ,pf ap hic^t^t 
• bulges, 
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.bnzgcs; Uuitat- U^B, . vas deetol .'Regent to the 
.obwe. Mr :I^li^ hiaself wasTithe son of. an 
sword-dresser,, bor^esae of Edtnbat^l^ a into of 
an great spirit for letters, and well seen in the 
mathematicks. The dearth of years being very 
great, the Town-CouncUl supplied the Regents 
-wi^ an honest assistance bissydb tlie ordinary 
stipends. 

iS9f. 

Richard M^hinstpn, one of the supreme 
classe, was elected janiter. He was afterward 
minister at in Cathnesa. 

10th August The 8th classe, (bred under Mr 
Philip Heslop, and thereafter under Mr Patrick 
SandsX was graduated, to the number of 29> 

■ U$6. 

fid July. Mr George Robeifts^n; Regent 

of4he 9tb classe, was tlie first that published 

the Theses in. ^nt There were gradual at 

. Una time stole. 34.' The Councill, upon '^e 

cfiAsideratiott of the encreaaing dearth, bestbw- 

ed 
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«d upon tU'.tbe Maiat^n. of t^ College .Mw 
bonest extraorduiaTy acktiawledgemsnt, asithgj, 
hid done 15Q3- ■ ' ' 



3. September 1596. 
Thete being iOOO merks resting be the neigb- 
boursj taksmen of the coming<-hoii9^ appoynt' 
ed be the contract for bigging of an kirk ; it 
is orduned that Richard Dobie uplift the same, 
and that it be employed for bigging an kiriE'ifi 
the Kirk of Fidd, and to no otii«- use. 



30th JuFy. The 10th classe, bred be Mr Charles 
Ferme, was graduated. They were about 34. 

Robert Ker, Lord Newbattle, afterward Earle 
of Lothian, acted in the disputation, and'sub- 
scryved the Covenant. In October, Mr Pa- 
trick Sands goeing to traveile in attendence of 
the Lord Newbattle, Mr William Crage, son 
to Mr John Crage, the King's minister, a very 
able and gracious young man, (laureat 1593^ 
upon 
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vpoa Mr Roh4|t RcJlock'i reconuuendatit^^ 
va» admitted R^eut of his classe to the third 
year of their course. In December began th« 
private Profession of Humanity. The Lords 
of SesstoD, the Town-Councill, with the Ad- 
vocats and Writers, anno 1590, had mortified 
the sume of 3000 lib. as an stock for mainte- 
nance of an Professor of the Lawes in the Col-' 
lege. Mr Adam Newton, (who first had that 
charge), albeit the son of an biirges, yet ne-- 
glected the Town-Councill in his entrie; for 
which cause, 19th January 1594, he was dis- 
charged to teach in the College. Sir Adrian 
Damman,' Orator for Urn States General of the 
Low Countries, was, be consent of the three 
parties, substituted in his place. Both of them 
taught only Humanity publickly. Sir Adrian 
being* tJKreafter withdrawen be greater efTairs, 
the three parties aggreed be ane new contract, 
that the annuals of 2000 Itb. of the stock should 
be employed for the maintenance of 6 bursars, 
(50 merks at that time being esteemed a com' 
petent suppHe for entertainment of an ordinary 
schollar); and the anauall of the otlier lOOO lit.' 

was 
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VdA ikUoted for the tH'djnary stq>eiid of an pri- 
vate Professor of Htmianity. . The ioi^heil four R^ 
gents at that time having no more but 100 Hbs. 
p. atm. a-piece. It was agreed also, that this 
ProfessiJCof.HBmanity shoiild be .choam by 6 
Comisaiopsrs,,. whereof 2 .for the .LprcU of Se«- 
sion, S for the Town-councilt, 1 for the Advo^ 
-cats, and 1 fov the ^Vriters to the Signet, using' 
;the advice of the Priacipall. , ,-. 
_:.Mx John. Ray (born in Angus) altho" gradua- 
ted at the last laureation> yet being well stept 
in ag«,,and havipg.heen. employed in : diverse 
-pijvaite phargqs before, i»*; coming iio:thevCot- 
lsdge»- ajui thereby weH I aeev in Humanity j«n<| 
at th9t,time;being )U:the itlndy of Mr Alexander 
Guthry, Townrclarfce, attending his son, wasj 
be. (^miuie consent, ^ected.Ffofesaor of Huniat- 
nity. .He taught at first in'one .of the^ old 
[Chambers. ■ , , ■.'. l- ;'■' i ■ v ,. . ... .- 

Thereafter the lower schoole in the soutfc 
jamW was appointed for .'the Huiiianity, being 
sonkewjiat larger theo it is' noti^i The lower 
hall. Ipppynted for, the Bajar.s; and thcchian- 
ber on the north of it for the Semibajans. Mt 
F , - John 



i>,.Coo_glc 



HI8T0KT OF THE 



John Ray ofitimes read Humanity 'in pnbUclt, 
btiiide the private profession^ 

Ill J^uary, Mr George Robertion being'call- 
ed to the ministry of the To*n, (where he li- 
ved not long), after some days disputatbn for 
try all, Mr John Adamson, son to Henry Adam- 
son, Provest of Perth, was most approven, atid 
elected Regent to his classe, they being in the 
second year Of their cowrse. 

He had been laureat the Lambmass before, 
1597- Mr James Knox, who in the same dis* 
putation had given great satisiaction to the 
judges; was be th^ Tecoiirlmended'to the Coun- 
cill, and accordingly elected to succeed to Mr 
Charles Ferme, who then had a call to the mi- 
nistry at Frazersburgh : To the which he remo- 
ved the next winter, Mr James succeedlog in 
his charge. 

In Miiy, Robert Gilmor, bursar, student in 
the supreme classe, was admitted Janitor of "the , 
. College : He was thereafter ininister at Calder 
Cleir. 

29th 
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^th ^ty, the 1 1th classe was Uureat under 
the charge of Mr Henry Charteris, they l^ing 
about SS, among i^hom was 

At the same time, Mr James Bannatine, hro- 
ther'to Mr Patrick Bannatine, JustJc&Clark 
depute, left be te$tament 100 ii;ierks to. the Col- 
ledge. This was the first private benevoIen«t 
bestowed, in so long a time, upon so good a 
work. Mr Murehead admitted bursar for the 
AdvQcabs ^nd. Writers. 

1499. 

Thjs year tegan with incomparable damage 
to the new University,, deprived of that gra- 
cipi^s man Mr Robert Rollock, Principall of 
the Colledge, and minister of the citj', upon 
the 8tl» day of February. He was bom in 
Steriingshire, aano 1555, of an honest familie, 
being second soii to Mr David Rollock of 
Powhouse, (a vertuous gentleman), be Marion 
Levistoun, daughter to Hary Levistoun of 
Westquarter, his wift. He was descended of 
the aucjent ^rons of Dunenib, now dignified 
Vith the title of Lord RoUo. His elder bro- 
ther David transmitted the estate of Powhouse 
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to his posferitie, his younger brother Mr Tho- 
mas - Bollock, (and Advocat in the Supreme 
Courts), was father to M^ Haiy Rollock, mi-^ 
nister- of the Kirk of Edinburgh, who died 
lately with much regrate: He was bred in the 
Lq,tin tongue in the school of Stirling, under 
the care of Mr. Thomas Buchanan, (brother's 
son to the famous Mr George Buchanan):' 
■thereafter in the old CoUedge at St Andrew's, 

. he studied Philosophie. His first imployment 
was the Profession of Humanity to an private 
classe in the same Colledge. Thereafter he 
■was Regent of an Philosophie classe in the 
same be the space of 4 years, which being lau- 
reat, (such was the estimation of his learning, 
Industrie and pietie), that the Magistrates and 
Ministers of Edinburgh set their eyes upon 
him, to undertake the charge of theii: Colledge, 

■ the priviledge whereofby patent they had late- 
ly obtained fron King James VI. 

He began to teach Philosophy therein arma 
1583, and laureat the first classe anno -1587- 
He was of eminent knowledge in the dogma- 
tick philosophie of Aristotle, (the scholastick 
itch of disputing all things little prevailing 
with 
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with the masculine wits of that age). He 
esteemed also mut^ of Ramus' his ' Dialectick, 
arid hardly any man hath made better use 
thereof. After he had laureat the first cfeSse, 
he betook himself to the general inspection of 
the CoUedge, under the title of Principail and 
Rector. Sustaining also the Profession of Di- 
vinity, not bnly to' the students of philosophy, 
but especially to the young divines turning at 
theministiy. Besides these charges, he preach- . 
ed weekly on the Sabbath mornings in the East 
Kirk of St Giles ; and the two last years of his 
life he bare the whole burthen of one of the 8 
ministers' of the citie. ■. 
■ In the charge of Principalf "he- was extraor- 
dinarily painfull,' privatJy -visiting the philoso- 
phy classes,' and trying their dilligence and 
proficiencie; and "with most pithy exhortans, 
setting^eni on to vertueand pietic Public- 
ly every Wednesday s&emocai he read divinity 
both to the pfailbsophie' classes and - young dt-' 
vines, taking-a^ an publick -account of the 
ibrmer anent their knowledge of that which 
had beea 'taught the week before? after Uiq 
prtelection was eiided> the students of ■ Divi- 
nity 
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mty disoxusedt he pro)C«94ed to the eKercise of 
diicipluibe. tpwajrd t^« philp$o^lue plasse^, <;ha8- 
tuing &ults pf publick; aniiQ^versioa ; wha:e- 
in such W38 (He ^ticQ of Go4 in Ims seiyan^ 
he acted and preyaijed more bj, grave. ain4 
pithy admonitions awi l^ply rebukes, then by 
the rodi seldom an4 not vitbput weighty con- 
sideration faUing therdupQiji. Iv, b«th kinds 
he was ap ppwerftd. that he either awed or al- 
lured the minds of all the atudents to the love of 
pietie ^n4 true vertvte; and even ■when he ifr 
flieted sharp punishments^ he did it with such 
conviction, that he w%» not only h^ted of 
none, but beloved of all. lie h^ also incre- 
dible dexterity in framing the spirits c^ i^e 
young divines to the pastoral charge, and hM 
for the space ef \% yeai^ the most fioorishing 
seminary pf that kind which was knpwen in 
that age. In the ministeriaU charge, s^ch 
was hi» holy eloqnencei vpyd of aflfcct^tion, 
such poweriUU evitlence and demonqtratipn pf 
the Spirit, that he was equally profitable tp the 
judiciouse and to the ignpiant hejrprs, equally 
^werfuU in informing the mind with hght pf 
knowledge beating dowa the Kidtfbom hearty 

of 
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of the hatden^d in wickedness, Itfttbg iq> the 
broken spirits of the liumbled, and inflamii^ 
the affections of all with thezealof true god-^ 
lyneas. So great varietie of employments, and 
his dw& extreme painfullness, in short time 
broke the strength of his body, tfnno IS96. 
-He tras sore afflicted with the gravel, having 
the beginnings of Em iate^l confirmed 'stone^at 
-which time'the unhappy tumult upon the 
day. of December, 'Cimningly stirred up be 
Bbme xraf^ courtiers for their own -ends 
«gainest the Oistavians, and 'be 'some eaimies 
of all godlyness, although acted by the ^m- 
plicitie of the best -affected, did exeeedingly 
irritate • King James against • the ■ go^y < ptofes- 
aors, the maine authors of the tumult being 
thiefe incendiaries of the King's'wrath. 'The 
ministers of Edinburgh were ■banished; 'die 
'inost eminent - professors ' 6n£d atad confindoU 
and the s«sion reitioved Vo Lei(h,'a plot being - 
ciinniiigly contrived,Land narrowly mie^idg the 
■perfbrtnarfcce, fbr'rttnsficking the town by flbe 
'Border thieves, who were secredy brought Sato 
•the'Linkes of Leith. 'N«ne othfer willing' M 
daiihg to'tifipdar in4bi^ b#ea^, -grjive and wi^ 
Henry 
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HeM7 Nibet, Provest, and godly Mr Rellot^ 
aQ.^FtfyiaileA wit*, t^ 'King, that at length te 
was i«G<»ic)led to the Town of.Edkburgh, and 
'wfiefed their Ministers to return, , . , •; 
) The, nextyear Mr Rollock^wu. elected. Mo- 
.demtor of t^t Geoerall Assembly, holden at 
Dundiee, v:h«rein; the King wa£ present in per- 
son. The godly man acted with much ' de)i- 
teritie and c^mneis. , HowBO«;ver the purposes 
were wrought so deep beneath ^iquiid, that 
,the.effects thereof in few yiears after his ideal^ 
fell out. to- be far contrary to his. thoughts. 
-The xnaine result was: tlie appoynting of an 
conunission of ministers to .deal ift.the affairs of 
the kirk in-.the interval!, of synods, aJid, to, he 
comptable to . die next Generall: Assembly- 
The good,,. hane6.t and hply man^ rWith. so^ 
few like to him, knowing nothing.of the grai^d 
designe, (the reviving of the . hxera^chiq^l 
power), . was on.<^ of the Commission. 4PW> 
i59S^ in the winter, he fjslt a oontinuall dPWy 
<jf his |iaturaU.:strength, whiph at length for- 
ced him to keq). howse. Sir William 3cQt:of 
£Ue,..QP# of the Clfirfts . of .S,gssion, an;. entire 
freind to Mr Kollock, persuaded him to remove 
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to hiB lodging orer againtt the long plain- 
stonesj now belonging to Hopeton, 6a the be- 
nefit of free air. 

Within few days, the paine of the confirmied 
atone afflicted him so sore, that be was forced 
to keep bed, and to resolve upon his departure. 
The time of expectation whereof he spent in 
most heavenly meditations when he was pri- 
vate, and most pithie exhortations to godliness 
unto all who visited him. Seldome did he ad- 
mit any mention of worldly businesses, except 
that he gave wholsome counsells to his collegs, 
the Regents, anent the government of the Col- 
ledge ; and recommended the care thereof most 
efiFectually to the Council of the City, intima- 
ting to them for his successor Mr Henry Char- 
tens, being then eldest R^nt, a grave godly 
man, and of eminent learning. The care of his 
funerall he comitted to his two intimate freinds, 
William litle of Upper Ijbberton, Old Provest, 
and Mr William Scot of Elie, Clerk to the 
Lfxrds of Session. After long conflict of ^ck- 
ness, he fril into a calme quiet ; and being free 
of all pangs, only breathing out heavenly me- 
ditation^ he pleasantly yeelded up his sonl to 
G Christ 
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Qirist^ tth January IS99, ai we now account, 

er 98, as the ityle of that time did rau. He 
was buried upon the 10th day of tfaat'Same 
wonctli with great solemnitie; there bdng an 
incredible confluence of all ranks of pec^e^ 
with such expressions of sorrow as bad not 
been usuall in many years before. 

About the year 1589, be took to wife Helen 
Baron, daughter to the Laird of Kinnarde in 
Fife> who^ after ten yean barrenness, w^s con* 
ceived <^ an flaughter a little before his death; 
which made the same more to be regrated : as 
being taken away in the flower of his age, (ba- 
aot compleated 44 years), and before he had 
made any purchase for his wife and child, to 
be left an orphan before its birth: Swk was 
faisabstractness from the cares of the thiAgs of 
diis-lifiE. To make up this defect, the Council 
of the Ci^, upon consideration of his faitbAiIl 
tnd atedable service, upon the I5tb of January 
thereafter, appoynted to his widow an p^sion 
of 100 merks a-year, for S years ensuing, and 
die Slim of 1000 merks of portion for bis post- 
hume daughter Jean RoUock ; for whose moi£ 

best maintenance, abulzement and bteedingj 
they, 
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they, ' upon tfab Sid of Febroaiy l6ll, mortifie 
an new dtmative of 100 merks yearly tiUtbe 
time of ber marriage. She thereafter was mar- 
ried upon Mr Robert Balcanquall, minUter at 
TraiKDt, sod to Mr Walter. 

He had bom the principall charge of the 
Cdledge from October 1 jB3 to fais death, some 
J jycan ud 4 months, 1 1 whereof he spent in 
teaching Divinity, and preachijig the Gospel. 
He wrote the treatises, De Fcedere ef Sacramen- 
tit, De ybcatione Efficqci, De Froaidentia Det^ 
De Just^eatwM, De ELvcommunkatione. These, 
for the most part, he taught in the Magittrand 
Hali, upon the Sundays, after the last sermon, 
till such time as the too great frequencie of 
auditors made him to chuse another time. On 
the weekdays, in the same place, he taught 
CmntmentMrios in Eputplas Pattli ad Romanos, ad 
Epkeiiog; ad Tkessalaticensee, ad Phikjoonem, ad 
Coiotaema, ad Galatas, ad Hebrdos, pt Evattgc- 
Uum JoaynUy in \5 Psalmos Stlectoa, in Damekm. 
He b^un also the Commentary on Peter, ab- 
solving the tW¥ first chapters ; jvhich Commen- 
tary was learnedly followed forth upon both the 
Epiltles by his successor Mr Henty Charteris. 
I4th 
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14th Febnury following, the Towii*CounciI, 
rememberiiigMr'Rollock's recoininendation im- 
mediatly before his death, of Mr Henry Char- 
teris, (who now had regented almost 10 yeara^ 
as most fit to succeed to him, elected him to 
be Principal of the CoUedge. His class va- 
kaing, a publick dispute was indicted by pro* 
gram. Two compeared for tiyal, Mr Robert 
Scot, laureatofttto 1597. and Mr Andrew Youn^ 
bom of mean parents nigh to Jedbuigh, laureat 
anno 1 598, and at that same time entered R^ent 
of an Philosophie Classe in Aberdeen. Both 
were well approven. The judges, for diverse re- 
spects, chose Mr Robert Scot for the presently 
vaking charge. Mr Andrew Young, besides 
an honorary for his pains, was appointed to 
succeed to the next decedent. At the same 
time, Mr Charles Ferme beiqg removed to IVa- 
serburgfa, Mr James Knctx succeeded to him 
according to the former appointment. ~ 

S8th July, Mr William Crage advanced tlie 
ISth classe to the magisteriall honour, the 
number being S4. 

Ijth 
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The Councill ci^iidering the good deser- 
vings of Mr Robert Rollock, late Principal), 
Master of the College, app<^te to Helen Barron, 
his widow ane |)ension of 100 merka ft. onuwit, 
for 5 yeers, and to jean Rollock, his only daugh- 
ter, at her manage, 1000 merks for her por- 
tion. 

' ^OH^ Jackson, l^amifw, 

1600. 

fi9th July, the )3th class, under the chaige 
of Mr John Adamson, waa graduated, aome 92. 

Whereas the students of the Colledge before 
this time had their place for hearing the Word 
on the Sabbaths, in the East Kirk of St Giles, 
10th December this year, the Council, cousi- 
dering that the place was too strait for so great 
a numb^, appoynted the east loft of the Tri- 
nity CoUedge Kirk for their use, till Buch time 
as a more commodious place should be'found 
put fof that use. 

5th 
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Nathaniel BUck admitted bursar, at the pre* 
lentation of Jam^ Lord Linds^ of the Byres, 
according to the contract of betwixt 

him and the Good Town, ordaining 80 lib. per 
o^ft, to be payed to him out of the rents of the 
Kirk of Carraile pertaining to the Good Town. 

1601. 

30th July. The 14th class to the number of 
30 were laureat, under the charge Of Mr James 
Knox. Whereas the Principal's ordinary ste- 
pend had only been 400 merks in times by- 
past, this year, I6th of September, it.was aug- 
mented to 609 merks. 

In December following^ Mr William Crage 
dimitted his charge and went to France, where 
ps waa elected Professor of Divinity in the 
CoUedge of, Saumure, in the which profession 
he died not many years after with much re- 
grate : returning home to Scotland, he died in 
in his own house in Blackfriers Wynd. Mr 
Andrew Youii|^ upon his dimission, was call- 
ed from Aberdeen, and set over the chai^ of 
Ifhe class left by him. 

1602. 
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Sid February. Mr Robert Scott advanced 
Uie 15th class to the degree of Maisters of Arts, 
being about 33 in number. , 

Sdth Sqitember l60iS^ 
David Tliomson, ton to Richard Thomson, 
minister at Ratho, admitted bursar, by presen- 
tation of my Lord Lyndsey, in place of J. Ard, 
and son to William Ard, minister, to be payed 
forth of the rents of the Kirk of Carraile. 

,1605. 
In die beginning of January, Mr Robert Scot 
dimitted his Regency, being called to the mine»- 
teriall charge in the town of Glasgow. Programs 
being set forth, four competitors appear, Mr 
James Reid, Mr David Monro, Mr Alexander 
Sommervail, and Mr John Douglass, brotlier 
to the Lord Torthorwald; he was laureat l601, 
Mr James Reid l6eo, the other two I60S. Mr 
James Reid was unquestionably the aUeat of 
the four, and preferred to the vakaing charge. 

Mr 
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Mr David Monro being much fevoured by Mr 
William Scot of Ely, and earnettly recommend- 
ed to the Council in June 1604^ was appointed 
to succeed to Mr John Adamson, removing; 
upon being called to the ministry at North- 
Berwick. 

Mr Alexander Somerv^e was thereafter a 
veiy godly and edifying preacher, and did mi- 
nister at Dolphinton. 

Mr John Douglas, (after he had spent some 
years in preaching to a Scotish regiment in the 
Netherlands), anno 161S, was made minister at 
St Andrew's, and created Doctor of Divinity. 
Thence he was transported to Carale, and died 
there in few years. 29th July, Mr Andrew 
Young's disciples, being the l6th class, and 
about S3 in number, were manumissed with 
the mafpsterial title. 

i604. 
The plague which had broken forth in the 
end of the former year, raged very vehemently, 
so that Mr John Adamson was forced to prevent 
the o^nary time of laureation, (the students 
being dissipate about the fiOth of May), by ad- 
mitting 
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mitting his disciples of the 17th cUss to the 
number of 25, to the degree of Maistera, with- 
out particular examinatioD, only austaining 
the Theses publickly upon the flStli of May. 

llie mauuer of the ttyal of the Students of 
Phitoaophy during their course, ol»eiv«d from 
the first times, is this : The intrants to the Ba- 
jan Class in the beginning of Noveftiber, gave 
their tryidl by an pubtick theam prescribed to 
them in Scottish, in the common hall, by the 
Principal, or, in his absence, by the oldest Re- 
gent, a little before nine o'clock ; after the read- 
ing of it, they are separated aa under ; and, 
(the rest of the Begents attending by turns, 
except he whose disciples they are), in presence 
of the attending niaisters, turn it in Latin, and 
write it over in a fair hand, giving it up to the 
Regent attoiding ibr the 4ime before twelve, 
or thereby, subscribing their own name, and 
expressing the name of the maister by whome - 
they were trained up in the I.atin. Att four 
o'clock they meet agam in the common hall, 
the Principal and Regents being present, where 
each one, as he is called upon, readcth the La-" 
tin version publickly, (one of the Regents look- 
H jng 
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ing«m)^ and retumeth the paper, which is per- 
used by the Principal and Regents, aa they 
think good. If any of the number be found 
so badly grounded in the Latin, that there ia 
liD hope of, his profiting, he is admonished to 
return to the study of the Latin tongue until! 
he be more able. The next day a Latin theam 
is. given, aiid being turned in Greek; by the Se- 
nib^Vi.Classj is publickly heard in the same 
manner. . 

The third day, m the same manner, a part of 
some 'Latin or Greek author is propounded to 
the Bacheku- Ctas^ to be analysed logically, 
and the account taken in the same manner. 
The Semitiajanfr at theii entry, (which is on the 
£rst of Octobar), take $ome days fi)r repetition, - 
and thereafter are publickly examined in the 
pMbtick hail, be the Afagistrand and BachelaF 
Regents, and the Professor of Humanity. The , 
elder of Uife Philosoj^y Regents interrogating 
Ramus Dialectic^, a>id the compond of Ar» Syl- 
Ipgistica; the second exmnining the Greek 
Poets, the Humanist the Greek prose, both so 
much as was taught^ and what by private indus- 
try every one hath added. 

After 
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After tlie closing of this tryal, the Bachelard 
newly entered are examined by the Magistrand, 
Semi and Bajand Regents : The oldest of them 
interrogating Porphyry and the Categories; 
the second wifJ 'Ej^iimi«( and the Priors; The 
youngest the Topicks, Sophisticks, and Ra- 
mus. Lastly, The Magistrancls are examined 
by the other three Philosophy Regents, the 
eldest taking account of the comune part of 
Logick, 80 called : Lhe next of the Demon- 
stration : the last, of the Topicks, Sophisticks 
and Ramus : for the first turn again, the eldest 
interrogating the Acromatical Books de Prin- 
cipiis : The next the rest of the Acroasis : 
The third the Ethicks." Such of e^'cry class 
as are absent in the first examination, are call- 
ed to account, in the Second, which followeth 
in few days after the closing of the first tryal 
of the Magistrand Class ; and if any have 
withdrawen themselves from both these tfyals, 
they are called to an sharp account either in 
the publick hail or private school, as is thought 
most expedient, iit a third examination. The 
Magistrands before the midclle of July give up 
their names for tryal in the publick hall by the 
other 
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other three Philosophy Regents, and Eegent of 
Humuiity: fw the first turn, the eldest t«keth 
account of the general part of the liOgicks : 
The next, of the Demonstrati^m : The third, of 
Topicks, Sophisticks, and Ramus : The Huma- 
nist of the Ethicks. In the second turn, the 
eldest examineth the Acroamaticks': The next 
De Cmio and Astronomy : The third J)e OrtUf 
and the Meteors : The Humanist De Ammo. 
The night before the publick disputation on 
the Theses, they conv^n before the Principal 
and whole Regents, where' they first subscrive 
the Confession of Faith, next a solemn engage- 
ment to he duetifull to the CoUedge, and Mat- 
:pter8 Uiereof, whence th^ have had their breed' 
ing. Thereafter the Principal, knowing that 
every one bath reported testimonies of per- 
formance of. all dueties, he taketfa the report of 
the 5 Regents of every one's cariage axxA abi- 
litie in particular, and according to their deserr 
vings, enrolleth their names, being distinguiab- 
ed in certain ranks accordingly as they are 
judged of more or lesse worth ; some being ex- 
-ortes before all the circles ;. some in the first 
circle ; some annexed thereto ; some in the se- 
cond 
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<eD4 circle; the renunder m a Hue, wfaoae 
names are thought fittest to be <par^ In |^ 
Ukk calling upon them. ' Hie primitive cuf- 
tam waji, that immediately befofe the act of 
praduatioB in the pubUck ajwembly of the Uiu- 
Tersi^, the candidates were, by publldc name- 
ing of them, galled in according to these dw 
dtmct rankSj to an eminent place bdbre the 
Principal, irom vbom they received the degree 
by sokmne cnemonie. Diverse of good note, 
thereafter, being dissatisfied with so publick 
notice of their childr^s weakness^ pipcu^ 
the laying aside of the i^ircuh^tion from the 
year I63I to the year 1643, at which time it 
was revived it) part^ the candidates being call- 
ed in according to the ranks above named, the 
ni^t before the solemne disputation, in the 
higlur halt, only in presence of the Townr 
Council, the Ministers and Maistns of the Col- 
led^. The publick disputation wont to be ac- 
ted in the kirk called the Trinity Colle<%e : 
Thereafter in the Grayfriers ; and of late, «nce 
the 1693 year of God, in the bfrer great hall 
of the Coliedge-; and anno 16SS, in the Lady 
Yester'f 
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Yester's Kirk, and alwayes since either ia the 
great hall or in the said kirk. 

The Session ordinarily being sitting- at the 
time of the graduation, the time of the act was 
Monday, both before and after noon ,* because 
the Cbancellar, and other Privy Councellars, 
the Thesaurer and Lords of Exchequer,- with 
the Lords of Session, Advocats and Clerks, ha- 
ving no meeting upon that day, might attend 
the dyets thereof, .and used to keep it with 
great frequency. The disputation being ended 
about 6 o'dock at night, the Frimar calling the 
candidates before him, aifter a short exhortation 
to an vertuouse and {Hcius life, performeth the 
ceremony, by imposition of an bonnet (the 
badge of mannmission) upon the head of every 
one of the candidats ; and then one of their 
immber,Jn a short speech, giveth thanks' to the 
assembly, and dismisseth them. The engage- 
ment to duetifullness tpwards the CoUedge was 
first subsc^ed by the candidats this yeu-, 
1604^ and thereafter still continued. 

Mr John Adamson had been .called to the 
Virk-of North Berwick, and diverse times had 
preached there after his admission : whereupon, 

he 
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he. ditnitting his Regency, Mr David Menro 
(of whom we -spoke btferp) was elieeteU to^be 
his successor; yet no new class did enter till 
October 1605, for fear of the plagve, which in- 
ct^ased all that sumnKrj and tine bef^nningpf 
the next wintier,. 

1605. . 

Hie plague i^uch releatitt^ 'the other classes 

returned to their, wonted frequienci^ only no 

^jaiu ,c0nveene4 all that year, so that Mr Da* 

vid. Monro was forced <o. attend another year. 

. 3d J^prile, James Sbaw, student in the high- 
est class, was adpiitted Porter of the Colledge. 

. ^th July, the 1 8th class'(bred under Mr James. 
Knox) was laureat, to the number of S4. Mf 
James himself being called to the ministeriaU. 
charge of the kirk of Kelso, dimitted his Re- 
gencie. , Mr David Monro heerupou, at the. 
next meeting of the Colledge, October ]605, 
took the charge of the new intrant clasS. 

6th December 1605. 
James Knox, presented be my Lord Lyajisirf 
to an bursary, vacant be absence of Nathaniel 
Black 
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Bade. WUItem Doughw idtnitted bursas up- 
on Uw Lord lyoi^y* yrM^tatioOi 

16D6. 

Upon the last day of June, Mr Jatties Reld 
advanced the 19th class (88 in auttiber) to the 
degree of Maister of Arts. In the vacancie 
following, Mr Alexander Home dimitting the 
diai^ of the High Soboole, (which he bad 
borne. 10 yea», with gitut cotntnebdation of 
the trulie learhed) ; and in Otetober, Mr John 
Ray, who hftd hieh Fmpei^r of Humabity 
sottie Aiore^tbift 8 yeiri and an half in the 
Colledge, was ttansfMMted fiom thenCe to the 
Gramai^ Scho6le, whereitt he continued till Fe- 
bruary 1630, almost S5 years. Duretng his pro* 
ftssion in the Colledge, there felt out tut cob- 
troverste betwext him and the Philosophie Re- 
gents ; ' for when he sought to hare precedencie 
before such Regents of the Phitosophie class&s 
as entered after hinj, they answered, that the 
profession of Humanitie was only preparatory 
to Philosophy, and inferiour thereto in dignide. 
He having enough to say for the excellen<7 
and worth of Humanity, the matter was so 
composed, 
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composed, that always S of the Philosophers 
should have precedency before him, and he 
take the middle place before the other two. 
The condition was embraced by all, except Mr 
James Reid, who protested a^inst it ; obeying 
so long ati he was youngest Regent, (because he 
ceded to Mr Andrew Young), but when Mr 
John Adamson remoyed, he took the third 
place, next Mr Andrew Young. This debate 
•had no place thereafter before the year 1625, 
that the same was renewed, of which in the 
own place. The Lords of Session, Town-Coun- 
cil, Advocats and Clerks, elected Mr Blase Colt 
successor to Mr John Ray in the profession of 
Humanity. He' was laureat 1603, being young- 
er son to Mr Olivar Colt, Advocat, a young 
man well seen in the Latin, and no less in the , 
Greek tongue. I. find of no competition he 
had of any others for the charge, ' 

1607. . 

The 20th class, (bred under Mr Andrew 
Young), July 25th, were manumitted with the 
piagisteriall dignity, somfi 27 in number. 

I In 
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, ,In, Octobpr, Mr.David \fpnro diiftitted Jiis 
' cjfafge; hisflcholsrshavipg.pawisd tWQ yeiw* of 
Ithei^ course, wer« not thought £t to;bf:.:tru«ted 
to an ypupg man unexperim^itted. . It soesaeid 
tnpre safe tlut Mr ABdre^r.YouDg should.go 
forwaLrd,)uith them, and i^ new iqtr^nts tajce 
their hazard of auch. as^ th& trial a|>pdynt:ed 
should prompt for them.' 
. At the .time appp^nted. by the pregsani, com- 
peired 3 , competitors, Mr, Af»ttl>ew Crau&rd, 
sop JjO ih^ iLaiijd of Lefawis ; .Mr James Fwly, 
the iNQB-pf anjUOD^t bufgeiss^; ^nd Mr William 
Kingi sop, to a nortli country gentt^man^^vrho 
marring a. sister of Mr AlBx*Jider ^iqg, Advo- 
cat, had «§fitled himself in Edijjtur^h,. :3tlietid' 
ing the laws. The iifst (laweat 1.^06) had 
:maay outward things to cemmefid him: , The 
other; two -were newly past their degrees at 
Lambmass, neitherof them exceeding 19, years 
of age, yet of good able spirits. After the dis- 
putation, the judges were constrained to rest 
upon th'enij and with much uncertainty whe- 
. ther of the two should be preferred, the de- 
bate standing in equality of voices : At length, 
both being equally favoured, it was thought 

fit 
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(soil to Mr John Nieolson), an able spirit, new- 
ly rettirneid frtin hi4 travels, and to ^ve him 
the casting vote/whereby Mr James Fairly was 
preferred, and Mr William King reoommended 
by thtf'judges to the Council, for the-fiftt occa- 
sion of advancement, which even then was at 
hand ;■ for, by reason ,-bf the plague, no new m- 
trahts had given their names to the CoUedge^ at 
Michaeknas 1604, '^o that, at Michaelmas l608, 
the new entering class was to be destitute df 
an Regent, there being only three Professors of 
Philsopfaie ever since tlie departure of Mr Johh 
Adamson, May 1604, till October 1608, at which 
time Mr William King entered to the charge. 

fi3d December IfiOf, the executors of Wil- 
liam Couper, tailer, burges of the city, deliver- 
ed to the Thesaurer, Thomas Spdr, 100 merks, 
for the 'help of maintenance of poor scholars in 
theCdWedge. 

1608. 

, Although (for the reason newly spoken of) 

there "trete no candidats to be graduated, yet 

this wias a most flouriihing time of the Unver- 

sitie, 
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sitie, the present Regents, Mx Andrew Youag, 
Mr James Reid, Mr James Fairly, and Mr Wil- 
liam King, being both able and painfull; and 
withall they did ^ot change for a long time 
' thereafter, which did conciliat much authority 
to them throw their long experience, added to 
their knowledge. The country- likeways at this* 
time haying a deep calme of peace, swinAned 
in plenty of all things, and many great occa- 
sions of encouragement were set before the fol- 
lowers of learning. 

€th January 1608, James Eason, presented 
bursar, by my Lord Lyndsey. 

6th January, Mr Alexander Douglass (luireat 
armo 1607) was made porter of the Colledge, in 
place of Mr James Hall, called from thence to 
the ministry at 

Before the dimission of the Colledge, Mr 
William King was admitted, arid declared Re- 
gent of the next entering class. Towards the 
end of this yeju-, the patrimony of the Colledge 
recdved an remarkable augmentation. At the 
nrst foundation it had no revenues, f;^cept the 
Archdeanry of Lothian, (calle4 the Archdeanry 
of St Andrew's be-south Forth),, consisting in 

the 
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thfi vicarage and parsonage teinds of the kirk 
of Curry ; and the rents of the provestrie of the 
CoUegiat Kirk-a-fieldy , consisting most part 
in giouiid-aiiuM^s, payed out of sundry lodg- 
ings in the town ; together with the vicar^^ 
of Kirk Levi^ton, and the vicarag« and par- 
souage teinds of Kirkurde. fbe first accession 
was of ,3000 4ib. con.tribated by the Lords of 
SessipD, Clerks of the Signet, and Towik-Coun- 
cil, for the stipend of an Professor of the Laws 
at first. Two Jittle additions also by Jame» 
Bannatyne a^d William Cowper. 

Anno 1589, Jame^ Maister of Lindsay,.^ 
pious and generous Nobleman), being tacks- 
man of the Nunry of Hadinton, for payment 
of an small revenue to an titular prioress, 
tlunking it moi^ convenient to employ &ach an 
ccclesiasticaU benefice for thg advanceaient; of 
learning, at first assigned the whole rents .of 
the crop 1588 to the Town of Edinburgh, for 
the use of the Colledge ; which was lifted by 
John Johnston, ' collector for the University. 
At length, f^bput the be^rtning of. th^ year 
}&m, the same James Lynds^y^ (being then 
Lord Lindsay of the Bjres), passed an contract 
with 
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with the Coundf of Edmbbli^h/ mortK^tig' 
80 lib». be year, t>attf<tht! teitida of Carraile in 
Rfe, belonging to the Vtyory of HadiHton, for 
the maintenance df S -bu^ars in the O^ledge. 
This continued ''aome * or Sf- years thereafter, 
after which time the Lord Biiining having ftl-- 
lyed his daughter to' thiat femihejand having 
great power in the State and Session, (being 
then Clerk of the- Register), caused the said 
mortification made to the CdHedgc of Edin- 
burgh, and, another to die New Gi^Iedge at St 
.Andrew's, to be reduced and-annuUed be an sen- 
tence of the Lords of Session; This year 1608, 
Mr Walter Balcanqus^/ (who had h^ great iii- 
fhience upon the foundation of' the Colledge), 
and ]Vtr John Hall, a great favourer thereof 
■dieaU with the other Mfniatiy of the City, and 
Tffith th^-Kirlp-Sessitm, that 'seeing die Chie, 
being at that time impoverished 'by the late 
pestilence, ■ and ■ other publicfc occaisions/ was 
not able to augment the Ctftledge revenues, 
and the kirk thesaury had some good store of 
moneys, the sumof BIOO Irbs.i wHich then was 
lying in the hands of"the kirk-thesaurer, should 
he employed for 'the augmentation of the sti- 
pends 
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t^sufu W90 advanced )j^ tbe kifk^seukm'ftf 
EdiobiHgfa, .to tiie CooDdl tSieraftf, for the 
which they oontracted, iaipky to the Colbodgt 
ftr, wgmcstatioa of tbe Maisteis stipendsin 
alt time mmmg an yearly an^ualrent. xif 1000 
merlu; ^or. which caiise the Council gtanted to 
tltt -kirUMSsion, that thereafter tiw Mimster^ 
in the name «f the session, sl^l havr.joynt 
vote with them in electing the Principals, Mai- 
stere and Regents of the Colledge : And lest 
the Council, (notwithstanding the present con- 
dition of the publick :r,even>iea of the Qily^ 
shoyld seeipi to he behind.ials9 p>(Hi« a^tiDfkt 
af%^ confisrenqe wil^i the ]2iinistet8,.Ah^-.;K^ 
q^lyed taDc4<t,aqd mortifie for. their |i«rt.. the 
ptjiblicJ: mortf^oaths. for th4!',au^;nieiitStion ,<>f 
the stipends of the said ■ Mai«ters of the Cot 
ledg^ which was concluded .and enacted in 
Council 3Sd February 1609 following.. - 

1609. , , ;.; 

15th February, an act was past for augmei*- 

ting some of the Maisters stipends. Mr Henry 

Charteris^ 
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Cfaarteri^ Frincipal, Wbo befof<e had only 400 
libs, was augmented an 100 libi. more, m^kdng 
up 500 libc The Regenta bef(n« tlwt tnne 
had (mly'lOO libs, aryear; nov the two eldeai 
Regents, Mr Andr^ Young; and Mr'JaiiM 
Reid, were augmented either of them with rod 
merks, making up to either of 'diem SfOmerks. 
»7th July, Mr Andrew Young's difldples (be* 
ing the lut class, about 33 in number) were 
advanced to the magisterial degree. 

16I0. 

S8th July, th$ 32d class, (under the charge 
of Mr James Reid), to the number of 26, were 
graduated in'the solemn manner,- William Ker, 
Maiater of Roxburgh, son to Robert, then Lord, 
thereafter Earle of Roxburgh, acting with the 
Mst in all the tryals and disputations. He wa» 
ia nobleman of an excellent spirit: He died in 
few years thereafter, beipg at his travels in 
France. 

_^ Thought expedient to accept the offer made 

he Meaoa Wilson, ^relict of Umqyll Alexander 

Xyndsey, 
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Lyndtey, of the sum of 3000 metks, &r 19 per 
cmt. to be payed to her yearly during her lift* 
tune, and .thercafiter SOOO inerks thereof to be 
enjoyed for maintenance of two bursan in 
the Colledse. 

1611. 
The beginning of this year appeared dismal 
to the-MaiBtersof the CoUedge ; for Mr Andrew 
Young for many montlis before had been af- 
flicted with an lingering and scarcely knowen 
disease, and so weakened thereby, that he was 
forced to entrust the attendance of his schol- 
lars to Mr Andrew Stevenson, who ha4 been 
huireat under his charge at Lambmas I609. 
In the end of the last year 1610, the disease 
$eeming to be despaate, programs were set 
forth to invite such as aimed at the profession 
of Philosophy, to give their names for tryal. 
At the appointed day, appeared :j ; Mr Andrew 
Stevenson, spoken of before, (son to Andrew 
Stevenson, an htmest burges, of an senatorian 
£unily) ; Mr Robert Burnet, son to 
Burnet of Bams, in Tweddale, both laureat at 
Lambmas 1609 ; and Mr James Ker, son to the 
K Laird 
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Laird of lihton, in laureat an- 

no 1610. The youngnes of their feces at first 

-procured some delay, and a new prt^p'am, in- 
expectation of more competitors ; but none 
other appearing, (except some vrho did iiot 
please the Councit and Judges), the disputation 
and other tryals went on. Mr Andrew Steven- 
son was most approven by the Judges, and 
elected by the Council, with proviso, that if Mr 
Andrew Young should recover, he should re- 
cede and suffer him to enter again to his chai^ 
which fell out accordingly. 

Of Mr Robert Burnet we have occasion to 
speak anone. Mr James Ker within few years 
was called to an Regent's charge in St Leo- 
nardos Colledge at St Andrew's, where, (after 
3 years spent with much approbation), he died 
of an hectick fever anno l6l7. Scarcely was 
Mr Andrew Stevenson entered the Chair, when 
another §e\l to vake by the untimely death of 
Mr Blase Colt, Professor of Humanity, a young 
man of rich endowments in that fecultie, ^d 
of a very debonure inclination. His elder bro- 
ther Mr Olivar Col^ who being laureat 1597, . 
had spent his tinie in the study and practice of 

the 
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the laws, and had been an Advocate for many 
years, wearyed of that employment, and aiming 
at the ministry, embraced his brother's chai^, 
and was unanimously received therein. 

S7th July. Mr James Fairly advanced the ^ 
23d class, bred under his charge, (to the mim- 
.her of Sfi), to the mag^steriall htHiour. 

In the vacance following, Mr Andrew Young, 
recovering qf his long sickness, was reponed 
to his fbnner charge of his own class, -^{r An-* 
drew Stevenson returning to his private studies 
for a time. In the end of November, Mr Oli- 
var Colt dimitted his Regency, being called to 
th?, ministry at Holyroodhouse, whence he was 
transplanted shortly thereafter to the kirk of 
Foulden, in the Mers, where he died amw 
with much commendation. Programs being 
sent abroad to invite young men to tiyal, com- 
peered c(ni)petitofs ; Mr Robert Burnet, na- 
med before; Mr Galbreath, son to Valen- 
tin Galbreath, burges of the City. Both be- 
ing well approven by the judges, and equally 
fevoured, the matter Jking referred to the de- 
tennination of an lo^ Mr Robert Burnet was 
preferred. Mr Gaibreat^ .thereafter was ad- 
vanced 
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Tasced in France to the Profession of Huma-r 
nity in the CoUedge of * 

16IS; 
The beginning of this year renewed the old 
debate, moved. onm 1588 byJohn,~Lord (af- 
terwards Marques of) Hamilton, and thereaf- 
ter insisted upon by tlie instigation of his 
iriends anno Ii88 and 160S, for repossession of 
Hamilton's Lodgings employed for the schools 
of the University. But the good old Noble- 
man was easily laid of such an motion. His 
son James, 3d Marques of Hamilton, being of 
a more sharp, though not so generous temper, 
having the Lord Binning and other strong 
ireinds on the Sessiwi, pursued the action with 
great animositie. The Advocats for the Qity . 
assured the Council and Maisters of the Col- 
ledge, that by law he could not be repossessed 
< in that which had been employed to an reli- 
gious use. Notwithstanding, the Lords of Ses- 
sion found by their sentence, that, howev^ the. 
place could no mare be returned from the pre- 
sent use, yet the Marquess, who had been re- 
poned by the act of oblivion agunst.the sen-- 
tence 
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tence of forfeiture, had right to exact the duH- 
mage aad interesae HtflTered b^ wavt of thi^ 
lodging; most part being pnswaded, that so 
honourable a pera<mage wouM never admit in- ■ 
to bis thoughts to empoveri^ the patrimony o£ 
the yonng Univemty, which bad been ao groftt 
aa omameat, and so.fruitfull i^i inritnuneut of 
so much good to the whole nation, but nthtf 
accept of some honoutable atjknowledgeromt 
of hia . magniScence, in beatowlng upcm the 
Colledge ui honest resjdence &it. tlie Muses^ 
Neither was the Council averse &om tcnderiDg 
as much of this kind as could m reason be ck" 
peeted, it being offered to put up above the 
great gate of the. Colledge an large compart* 
men^ containing in great volume the whole at- 
chievmcnt of the House of Hamilton, with an 
inscription in memory of the gift ; and widi 
all, to ^ve to the Marque* aad his heirs the 
honcmr of presentation of 2 buiisars, to be main- 
tained in the ' Colledge,- and some other like 
priviledges. All these were refused, the only 
satia&ction accepted bemg the sum of 3000 
libs., represented at the. term of Whitsunday 
1^1,3, % »fiall ; pittance for so great a Peer, 
though 
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though very heavy botii to the City and Col- 
ledge, as i»atters then stood. And beside all 
this, the matter seemed the more odiou% that 
the young Marques bestowed the same sum up- 
on Sir Robert Dalyell, (thereafter Earle of Carn- 
wath), a young man of a maukably leud' c(m> 
venation, but too iamiliar \nth the Marques. 
Notwithstanding, the good hand of the Lord 
fevouring the honourable cnterpryse of the 
Citie,' the patrimony of the CoUedge in one of 
many years thereafter received an greater ac- 
cession then had accressed to it during all the 
30 years before. 

19th -June, Mr Alexander Douglass being 
called to the ministry of the Gospel at Whit- 
ingem, (wherein he died arnio iSS ), William 
Watson, student in the Supreme Class, was 
elected Porter of the CoUedge. 

25th July. The fi4tb class, to the number of 
34, bred under Mr- William King, were solemn- 
ly laureat. 

1613. 
In the month of July, Charles ^hearar, dwell- 
ing at Dort in Holland, mortified and deUvere^ 

to 
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to the Thesaurar of the CitJe, for the use of the 
Maisten and Regents of the CoUedg^ the sum 
of SOO merks; reserring the axmuak thereof 
for some time to himself and his freinda.' 

S 1st July. The S5th class, under Mr Andrew 
Young, received the Magisterial! degree, some 
91 m number. 

1614. 

In May this year, I find the first visitation 
of the Colledge upon the place; the visitors 
commissionat being 16 of the Town-Council, 
the 5 present Ministers,- and 3 Advocats Asses- 
sors. . The main busieness of their meeting was 
the amplifieing of the fabrick, the Magistrand 
anid Bajan Hall being either of them too stnut 
for the publick meeting of all the 5 classes and 
students of Divinity. , 

30th July, Mr James Reid brought the 26th 
class (about 28 in number) to the solemne de- 
gree of Masters of Arts. 

1615. 
tad July. The S7th class, under the charge of 
Mr James Fairly, were promoted to the magi- 
9{:^riall degree, 34 in number. 

John 
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J(An Stewart of Traquare (now Earle) who 
thereafter was Great Treasurer of Scotland, atb- 
ed in the di^utation, sustaining with his dis- 
ciples before noon, and imputing the theses 
ai the afternoon. 

1616. 

SSd Februaiy. The result of the consultation 
for amplifying the fabrick of the Colledge was» 
that ane commune hall for publick assemblies 
and acts, with an hall for keeping occonomy 
above it^ should be built, ISO foot long, and 30 
foot broad. The work was begun immediatly, ■ 
and vigorously prosecuted, except so much as 
the King's entrie the year following retarded 
it in a part. 

S7th July. The SSth class, trained up by Mr 
William King, some S7 in number, were so- 
lemnly graduated. 

John Campbell, (then appearant Laird of 
Lawers), afterwards Earle of Lowdon, and 
Great Chancellar of Scotland, bare himself with 
;nuch commendation, both in pippugning and 
icapugning the theses. 

1617. 
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. ; 1617. 

This year h very famous, in respect of that . 
Royal visite made by King Jatnes VI. in hii 
own person, to this, his native and ancient king- 
dom, and the Parliament holden by his Majesty 
at Edinburgh. As all the parts of the country 
where his Majesty did come, and all ranks of 
people improved their abilities to the utmost to 
do him honour ; so the City of Edinburgh was 
no more in place above the rest of the king- 
. dom, t^en in zealous demonstration of duety to 
their Soveraigne, in which the University was 
not |:he smallest part Some monuments remain 
to this day in print 

The sitting of the Pariiament, and other ce- 
lebrities, forcing the dissipation of the students, 
the laureation w'as anticipated; Mr Andrew 
Young advancing to the niaigisteriall degree 
tlie 39th, and greatest class that before that 
day had been known in Scotland, some 46 in 
number, upon the 29th of June. 

The King's Majesty had ane earnest desire 

to honour the CoUedge with his presence, and ' 

hearing an publick disputation in Philosophy ; 

L "but 
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but the multitude of buaieneas distracting him 
all the time he was at Holyroodhouse, it plea- 
sed his Majesty to appoint the Maiaters of the 
Colledge to attend him at Sterling, the 29th 
day of July, where, in the Royal Chapel, his 
Majesty, with, the flower of the Nobility, and 
many of the most learned men of both'nations, 
were present a little before five of the o'clock, 
and continued with much cheerfuUness zhovtf 
three hours." 

Mr Henry *Charteris (then Principal of the 
Colledge) being naturally averse from publick 
showes, and Professor of Divinity, moved that 
Mr John Adamson (then minister at Libberton) 
should preside in the disputation. Mr James 
Fairly was chosen to draw apd defend the 
theses ; Mr Patrick Sands, (sometime Regent; 
but at that time attending the Tolbooth), Mr 
Andrew Voung, Mr James Reid, and Mr Wil- 
liam King, the other three Regents professing 
Philosophy for the time, were appoynted to 
impugne. They divided the theses, each of 
them clnising three ; but they insisted only 
upon such purposes as was conceived would be 
most acceptable to the King's Majesty and the 
auditory. 
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auditor}-. Tlie special! purposes agitate were, 
first, the theses, That Sheriffs and other infe- 
rior Magistrates ought not to be hereditary ; 
oppugned by Mr Sands, with many pretty ar- 
guments. 

The King wais so well pleased with the an- 
swers, that, after he himself bad pressed some 
arguments to the contrary, and the defender 
' had directed his answers to Mr Sands, his Ma- 
jesty turning to the Marques of Hamilton, who 
was standing behind his chair, and at that time ' 
was Heritable Sheriff of Clydsdale, " James, 
(said he) you see your cause lost, -and all that 
can be said for it clearly satisfied and answer- 
ed." 

Mr Young, who disputed next, insisted up- 
on the Nature of Local Motion, pressing many 
things by clear testimonies of Aristotle's text. 
To which, when the defender made his an- , 
" swers^ and cleared the purpose, the King said, 
to some English Doctors which were near to 
him, " These men know Aristotle^s mind as 
well as himself did while he lived." 

Mr Reid disputed third, anent the Original 

of Fountains, The King being much taken 

with 
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with his last argument, notwithstanding the 
time allotted (three quarters of an houre) was 
spent, caused him prosecute the purpose. His 
Majesty himself sometime speaking for the im- 
pugner, and sometime for the defender, in good 
Latin, and widi much knowledge of the secrets 
of Philosopliy. 

Mr King, who disputed last, had his disser- 
tation, De Spontanea el Invito. In the which, 
and in all the rest, the King let no argument 
nor answer passe without taking notice thereof, 
and speaking to the purpose, with much under- 
standitig and good language. 

After the disputation, his Majesty went to 
supper, and, after a very little time, command- 
ed the Maisters of the College of Edinburgh to 
be brought before him. In their presence, he 
discoursed very learnedly of all the purposes 
whiclv had been agitated. Then he fell to 
speak of the actors. " Methinks (said he) these 
gentlemen, by their very names, have been de- 
stinated for tlie acts which they have had 
in hand to-day. Adam was father of all; 
and very fitly Adamson had the first part of 
this act. The defender is justly callc4 Fairly i 

his 
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his theses had some fair lies, and he' sustaiaed 
tbem very fairly, and with many fair lies j^ven . 
to the oppugners. And why should not Mr 
Sands be the first to enter the sands ; but now 
I clearly see, that all sands are not barren, for 
certainly he hath shewen a fertile wit Mr 
Young is veiy old in AristoUe. Mr Reid, needs 
not be red with blushing for his acdog to-day. 
Mr' King disputed very kingly, and of a kingly 
purpose, aneut the royal supremacy of reason 
over anger and all passions. I 4m so well sa- 
tisfied with this day's exercise, that I will be 
godfather to the CoUedge of Edinburgh, and 
have it called the CoUedge of King James ; for 
after tbe founding of it had been stopped for 
sundry years in my minority, so soon as I came 
to any knowledge, I zealously held hand to it, 
and caused it be eatabUshed; and although I 
see many look upon it with an evil eye, ^t 
I will have them to know, that having given it 
this name, I have espoused its quarelL" 

One who stood by, told his Majestic, that 
there was one of the company of whome he 
had taken no notice, Mr Henry Charteria, Prin- 
•cipal of the CoUedge, (who sate upon the Pre- 
sident's 
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Sident's right hand), a man of exquisite and 
nniversal learning, although not so forward to 
speak in publick, in so auguat an assembly. 
" Well," answered the King, " his name agreeth 
very well to his nature, for charters conbun 
much matter, yet say nothing, but put great 
purposes in mens mouths." 

These who stood by the King's cb^r, com- 
nlended his Majestie's wittie allusions to the, 
actors names ; whereupon his Majesty pressed, 
that the same should be turned in verse, where- 
in his Majesty both delighted much, and had 
an singular faculty. Some' of these versions, 
(both in English and Latin verses), were writ- 
ten by such as he and them, and thereafter 
printed. 

One of the English Doctors wondering at 
his Majesty's readiness and eligaucy in the La- 
tA style, "All the world, (said he), knowes that 
my maister, Mr George Buchanan, was a great 
maister in that faculty. 1 follow his pronun- 
ciation both of the latin and Greek, and am 
sorrie that my people of England doe not the 
like : For certainly their pronounciation utter- 
ly ipoils the grace of these two learned lan-t 
guages; 
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guages; but ye «ee all the University and 
learned men of Scotland, express the true and 
native pronounciation of both." 

His Majesty continued his discourse anent 
the purposes of the dispute till ten o'clock at 
night, and professed, that he was exceedingly 
satisfied therewith, and promised, that as he 
had given the CoUedge a name, he wciuld also, 
in time convenient, give "to it a Royall Grod- 
batme gift, (as we say), for enlarging the patri- 
jnony thereof. 

He took occasion of the purposes ventilate 
that day, to speak of diverse poynts of philo- 
sophy, with much subtilitie and variety of 
knowledge, to the admiration of the under- 
standing hearers ; and being on his return to 
Englandj wrote back a letter to the Honou- 
rable Council of the Good Town, wherein he 
both renewed his Royall pleasure for calling 
the CoUedge after his name. King James his 
CoUedge, and his promise of a royaU gpd- 
baime gift, which, it is hoped, that his Royall 
Grandchild King Charles the Second will, in 
^imc convenient, royaUy perform. 
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4th March 1617. 
Isabele Atan, relict of David Alexander, mer- 
chant, and Bessy, EUpet and Barbara Aleximder, 
her S daughters, gave in the sum of SOO merks 
Qeft in legacy be their father to the maintenance 
the Collalge) to William Ray, thesaarer. 

' 1618. 

24th July. Mr James Reid brought the SGth 
class to the Magisterial degree, some 34 in 
number. 

3d December. Hugh Wight, merchant 
gave in to the town theasurer 1000 merks for 
annual, to be payed to himself during his own 
life^ and thereafter to ' be part of ane stock for 
an Professor of Divinity in the CoUedge. 

. 1619. 

24th July. The one and thirtieth class was 
laureate under Mr James Fairlie, to the number . 
of 33. 

This was a most fertile year in mortifications 
left to the CoUedge ; for 

15ti 
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15tfa January. AlexaDder Stobo, a messen- 
ger, left 300 merks for encreasing the stock 
towards the profession of Divinity. 

t8th May. Mr Samuel Johnston produced 
to the thesaurer 1000 merks mortified by Ar- 
chibald Johnston, his father, for maintaining 
of poor students. 

Sd January. Sir William Nisbet of Dean, 
Provost, gave into. the thesaurar 100 libs, for 
the Professor of Divinity's stipend ; of which 
donation we will have occasion to speak again. 

S5th Junij. Patrick Justice, merchant, gave 
into the thesaurar 100 merks left by William 
Justice, merchant, his father, for help to the 
building of the. CoUedge. 

SIflt July. James Young, and Barbara Ro- 
beson hif^ spouse, mortified 100 merks for help 
of poor students. 

ififiO. 
SSd July. The two and thirtieth class, 
(educat under Mr William King^ ,was. laureat, 
34 in niunber. Patrick Home, Laird of Pot- 
wart, acted in the publick disputation before- 
M , noon, 
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noon, aostaining, and afteraoon impugniag the 
theses with great commendation. 

This year brought a notable change in 
the government of the Colledge. Mr Pa- 
trick Sands returning from his travels, by ad- 
TJce of his patron the Earle of Lothian, fol-- 
lowed the CoUedge of Justice; but finding 
there less satisfaction then he expected, David 
Aikenhead, (whose sister he had married), be- 
ing Dean of Guild, and having great power 
ID the Council, began to project ^ way to get 
him made Primer of the Colledge. In the end 
of the year 1618, Mr Henry Charteri* having 
only 500 libs, of »tipend, desired augmentation 
equal to the ministers, as bad been condition- 
ed. David Aikenhead told him that he 
thought it was most reasonable which be 
sought ; but in respect of the present condition 
of the patrimony of the Colledge, it could not 
be effectuat ; and, therefore, (being,a preacher), 
he ^ould do well to embrace some call to the 
ministry elsewhere. The good mas smelling 
his intention, to<^ resolution to withdraw him- 
self; yet the Agents wit}i earnest dtssuasives 
kept bim still for one year. In t;he beginning 

of 
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of this year 16S0, having a call to the miniatry 
at North Leith, he dimitted his charge upon 
the SOth day of March. 
V Hereupon the intended project was set a 
xwork, and to make it less invidious, the Pri- 
mar*s charge, (who before had been Rector 
and Professor of Divinity)^ was divided. The 
Council and Ministers chuseing Mr Andiew 
Ramsay, minister, to be Rector of the Univer- 
sity and Professor of Theolt^y, and Mr Pa- 
trick Sands, Primar of the Pliilosophy Col- 
ledge; and albeit an augmentation latelie 
could not be found to Mr Henry Chartens 
above 500 libs., there was how appoynted 
to Mr Andrew Ramsay 500 libs. ; to Mr Pa- 
trick Sands IQDO merks, with 100 lib. for hit 
house-rent ; and the 9 eldest Regents, Mr An- 
drew Young, was created publick Professor of 
the Mathematicks, and Mr James Reid, publick 
Professor of the Metapbysicks, 230 merks being 
appoynted to either of them for their stipends in 
these &culties, besides Z50 merks as ordinary 
Regents. The S youngest Regents, (Mr James 
Fairly and Mr William King), had either of 
them an augmentation of 100 merks, makeing 
them 
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them -up 350 nierks it) all ; and to give Bohie 
satisfaction to Mr Henry Charteris, there was 
; a gratuitie of 1000 merks bestotred upon him 
for his long and faithfuU service. 

The Library, (which was as yet kept in a^ 
private chamber by the Priqctpal), was received . 
from Mr Henry Charteris, by a Committee ap» 
pointed by the Council, and delivered agaia 
upon note by theiji to Mr Patrick Sftnds. 

This year the great quadrant which had been 
sent home to John Napier of Marchinatoun, 
{the great repowned mathematician), be Mr 
Briggs, roathematiciaA at London, was by the 
l^rd of Marchinstoun's will put up in the Col- 
ledge in an house built of timber for the pur- 
pose, a little on the east of the CoUedge well, 
for the which cause the CoUedge did pay to 
one Peter Lover, Receiver of the Customs at 
London, £. 10 Sterling for the price thereof, 
amtd 1681. 

This year, William Eig, elder, mortified to 
the CoUedge, (towards the painteQance of the 
Professor of Divinity), the sum of 635 merk«, 
•which, upon tjie 23d of August, was delivered 

to 
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to the City Tlieaaurai by William Rig younger, 
bi« son. ' 

1681. 
Upon tlie 14th of July, (a fortnight befote 

* the drdinaiy tim^ in regaird of the Assembly' 
of the Estates, commonly called the Black 
Pariiament), Mr Andrew Young brought his . 
disciples of the 33d class to the magisterial 
degree, to the number of 43. This year The 
mas Speer mortified to the Colledge for main- 
tenance of the j)rofessioa of Diyinity, 1000 
merks, \diich was delivered to the City Thesau- 
rar, upon the 3d of January, by James Speer, 

• his SOD. 

Upon the SOth of Aprile, Sir William Nisbet, 
PiQTost, having mortified 1000 libs, the year 
before, did now reamass the principal with the 
years annuall, extending to 1100 libs, transac- 
ting with the Council for an annual-rent of 100 
lib. a-year, to be payed for the same to the Col- 
ledge for the stipend of the Professor of Di- 
vinitie. 

1622. 
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* 1622. 

. S7th July. Mr James Reid advanced somi 
34 candidates to the act of laureatiou. This 
was ti^ 34th class. 

Mr Patrick Sands having ^iven small satis- 
'- faction in the goverament of the Colledge, in 
» Augiist following demitted the charge thereof ' 
' in the hands of David Aikenbead, then Pro~ 
. vost^ receiving a gratification of 1000 merks. 

Mr y^altef Balcanquall, minister of Edin- - 
) burgb, who bad been a cons^t freind to the ^ 
Colledge from the' beginning, at his death, 
which fell out had bequeathed to the 

Colledge, (although he had many children), for ' 
the maintenance of the Professor of Divinity 
1000 merks. His son, Mr Robert Balcanquall, 
minister ^t Tranent this year, on the 30th of 
t August, gave security for the principal, and 
payed the by^mn annlials. * 

Sgth October. Isabell Broun^ widow of John - 
Mason, merchant, gave in to the City Theasu- 
rer 300 merks, mortified hy her hus'^and, for 
the augmenting of the Professor of Divinity's 
stipend. The so;i of this Isabel! Bniun was 
' Willian^ . 
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William Maaon, who married Marion -Synserf. 
Her eldest daughter, ^^gnes Mason, spouse to * 
Mr H. Charteris miother to Mr John ; and Ca- 
therine Mason, spouse to Gilbert Acheson. 

John Lautie, apothecarie, leaveth to the OA- 
ledge 100 libs, delivered to Alexander Speir>' 
thesaiirer. 

1623. 
The Mth class, some 30 in nimiher, bied un- 
der Mr James Fairlie, upon the 36tfa of July 
■ were graduated Maisters of Arts by Mr Andrew 
Young, eldest Regent, and Professor of the ^ 
Mathematicks, there being no I*rincipal for the 
time. This was his last act ^Immediatly there-, 
after he sickened, and shortly deceased, appa- 
rsntly not being- aged above 45 years, for he 
was laureat 1598. He h9d professed Philosophy 
above S years in the CoUedge of ■ 

Aberdeen, and SSl years in the CoIIedgti of 
Edinburgh, where he wjls bred. He was a 
man, although not of great .autfaoritie, yet ex- 
ceedingly apt to ^each ; for beside his asaidui- 
tie, he was very per&|Mcuous and plaiDe,-and 
V short 



1. Ill Google 



PS HiaTOBT or THE 

ghort bat comprehentive, in his diotats and ex- 
j»lications. He was singularly acquainted in all 
the text of Aristotle, although he abhorred the 
Scholasticks, betug also very welt seen in Hu^ 
manity. Ajiout the year 161 1, he married Bar' 
bai^ Broun, widow of Broun, cittEcn 

of EdiDburgfa, a very industrioua woman, by 
whose assistance he purchased considerable 
wealth. He had by her one daughto- that 
came pa age, D. Barbara Young, spouse to Sir 
Michael Nasmith of Possow in Tweddale. Mr 
Andrew Stevenson, Professor of Humanity, who 
had been elected his successor in his first sick- 
ness^ 1^1 1, after 12 years space, was the second 
time substitute in^hls room. There was hereby 
two charges vakaing in the CoUedge ; the Pri- 
mariat, by removal of Mr Robert Boyd ; and 
the Professor of Humanity, by Mr Andrew Ste- 
venson ascending to Mr Young's charge. 

Programs being set forth for tlie chair of 
Hiimani^', there appeared 4 competitors; Mr 
William Hog, laureat anno 162,0; Mr David 
Will, Doctor of the high class in the Grammar 
^hool, laureat I6l9 ; and Mr George Hajint^» 

antf 
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and -Mr Samuel Rutherford, graduated in the 
year 1621. Although Mr Will pleased the 
judges most, for his experience and actual 
knowledge, yet the whole Regents, out of their 
particular knowledge of Mr Samuel Ruther- 
ford, demonstrated to them his eminent abili- 
ties of mind, and vertuous disposition ; where- 
with the judges being satisfied, declared him 
successor in the profession of Humanity. 

The Citie-Couiicil, the Ministers, and Mais- 
ters of the Colledge, unanimouslie set their 
eyes upon Mr John Adamson, minister at Lib- 
berton, to succeed to Mr Robert Boyd in the 
Primariat : To whith he was admitted 21st 
November following. His stipend was ap- 
pointed to be 1200 merks, and SOO merks for 
his house-rent. He had been Regent, with 
great commendation, about 7 years : thereafter 
he was minister of the Evangel at North-Ber- 
wick, whercj being injuriously used by Sir John 
Home of North- Berwick, he was transplanted 
t6 Libberton. 

10th December, William Dick, merchant, 
delivered to the Thesaurar of the City 300 
N merlfs, ' 
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merks, mortified for the use of the Colledge by 
Margaret Stewart, his mother. 

16S4. 

fi5th July. The 36th class, under Mr Wil- 
liam King, passed the magisterial! degree, 27 
ID numher. 

I6th January. Andrew Ainslie delivered to 
the City Thesaurer 500 merks, mortified by 
James Ainslie, his father, for the maintenance 
of the profession of Divinity. 

About the end of this year, and the begin- 
.ning of the next, was some breaking out of 
the plague of pestilence: the fear whereof disr- 
sipated both the CoUedge of Justice, and the 
University, for an few days ; But it pleased the 
Lord to calm the storm sooner than was ex- 
pected ; yet it occasioned the classes, especially 
the lowest, to lose many of their numbers. 

1625. 

23d July. The 37th class was lauereat, un- 
der Mr Andrew Stevenson, (fared the first S 
years by Mr Andrew Young), 36 in number. 

The 
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The beginning of this year, after 4 sad years 
of famioe, brought a dismal change to the state 
of Britain, by the death of King James VI. 
the 27th of March ; an happle and peaceable 
Prince : of which these who long survived him 
were the more sensible, in respect of the wofuU 
tragedies acted upon the face of th^se lands 
after his removeal. This year also, the Colledge 
received an new augmentation of the fiibrlck ; 
for having had no chambers heretofore, except 
the 14 old chambers on the north side of tlie 
old closse, widi 3 otliers in the great lodgings 
and the 4 chambers of Fenton's lodging, (which 
of old belonged to the Provost of Kirk-a- 
iield), and the two chambers in the jamb of 
the great hall : a number jmprqportional to the 
number of students, which in many years ex- 
ceeded l6 score. Diverse good citizens were 
ready to help this defect, save that alway some 
particular men of the Council hindered the 
granting of liberty to them to build on the 
ground of the Colledge. This year, Mr John 
Adamson prevwled that Sir Thqmas Hope, 
then entered to be the King's Advocat, should 
have liberty to build 3 chambers ; which fa- 
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vour, ehortlyj thereafter, was' extended to WHr 
liam- Eig of Athemy, who lately had beea BqyT 
lie of the Citie- The two built 4 chambers oif 
the north side pf the higher close. The charge^ 
of the whole work exceeded not 2000- merits, 
notyfithstanding there was one story high of 
stone-work built beneath the earth, in respect 
of the arysing of the ground toward the sotith. 
This had given cncouragemept to diverse to 
follow their example, if they had gotten the 
like liberty. • 

In the vakance following, Mr Jaioes Fairly 
-was called to th^ ministry at ^ith. Programs 
"being sent abroad to invite puch a^ were desiT 
rous to give tryal for the vakaing charge, at 
the day appointed 8 compeared ; Mr Patrick 
Panter,' laureat in the Old College of St An- 
drew's I6i7 ; 'Mr Thomas Craufurd, in St Leo- 
nards 1631 ; Mr John Brownj and Mr George 
JIannay, (spoken of before), bbth graduated in 
Edinburgh 1^21; Mr Robert Rankin, 1622; 
Mr Alexander Hepburn, 1624; Mr John Ar- 
mour at the Lambas preceeding, 16S5 ; atid 
Mr Samuel Fraser, laureat in anno l6l^. The 
judges appointed by the Council, beside the 
Ministers, 
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Ministers, were Mr Alexander MoHsod, aqd 
Mr Alexander Peirson, (2 Advocats Assessors 
In the affairs of the City), Mr Patrick Sands; 
late Primar, and Mr John Gelly, Doctor of 
Physick, 

The purposes fell by lot, the first to Mr Joha 
Brovn, the chapter De Qmnto; the second 
to Mr Itobert JUpkin, the first chapter De De^ 
monatratione; the third to Mr John Armour, 
the last chapter of the second book thereof; 
the fourth to Mr Alexander Hepburn, the 
chapter of the second book of the Ethicks, De 
Affectibiis ; the &{th to Mr Thomas Crawfurd, 
the last chapter of the first book of Acroasii 
^ Matfiria Priim; the sixth, to Mr Samuel 
Fraser, the second chapter of l.De Cteb-^ 
the seventh to Mr George Hannay, 5 cap. i. 
DeOrfu; the last to Mr Patrick Panter, De 
Faculiatfbus Aninue. These arguments were 
prescribed on Saturday at 11 o'clock, to" be 
handled by every one for the space of 3 quar- 
ters of an hour on Monday next, untimeously, 
considering the shortness of the space, and thC 
interveening Sabbath. On Monday they dis- 
jEoursed, the one-half beforenoon, the Other half 
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in the afternoon, in the lower great hall, be- 
ginning at 8 o'clock, and continuing almost to 
7 at night, the audit<»y being very fi-equent 
The next day Mr John Brown defended his 
theses De Quanta in the afternoon, the Primar 
preesiding, the other 7 disputing ag^nst him 
each of them the ^ace of half an hour. The 
rest succeeded in the like manner, the days fol- 
lowing, only Mr Samuel Fraser aft^r the first 
day'sr dispute returned no more. 

After ^e closing of the whole tryal, the mi- 
aisters, Principal aiid other judges, elected two 
of the number, recommending Mr Patrick 
Panter for the first choice. The Provost David 
Aikenhead, and the clerk Mr John Hay, ha- 
ving a particular design for Mr Robert Ran^ 
kin, (a very able young man, and son of a bur- 
gesse, having spent two years in the Universi- 
ty of Cambridge ; being also brother-in-law to 
Jlr James Fairly decedent), had drawen a fac- 
tion in the Council for them, and put the mat* . 
ter to voicing. The Bailies, Dean of Guild, 
Thesaurar and prime Councellers, not interres- 
led, voted with the judges; but the greater 
number ftrflowing the Provost, Mr Robert Ran- 
kin 
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kin was elected, t» the great pievance of 
many of the chief of the Council, that, con- 
traiy to all precedents in former elections, the 
mind of the judges had not been followed. 

Mr Patrick Ponter, bom in Dundee, was 
thereafter Doctor and Professor of Divinity in 
the new CoUedge at St Andrew's. Mr Creoi^ 
Hannay, (son to an honest burges of the Ca- 
nongate), minister at Torpbichan. Mr John 
Brown, (son to Mr William Brown, one of the 
clerks of Exchequer), and Mr Alexander Hep- 
bum, (son to Mr Thomas Hepburn, parson of 
Aldhamstoks), came thereafter to be Regents 
in the CoUedge of Edinburgh. Mr John Ar- 
mour, (son to an honest burges), was Professor 
of Humanity in the CoUedge of Edinburgh, 
and thereafter of Philosophy in the Old Col- 
ledge at St Andrew^s. 

Mr Robert Rankin, '(son to Gabriel Rankin^ 
an honest hurges), w^ admitted the next day, 
being the 18th of November. After his entry 
there arose a contention betwixt him and Mr 
Samuel Rutherford anent the precedency. 
The matter was so composed, that Mr Samuel 
should have the place for S years eqsueing; 
and 
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and therearor, if Mr Samuel continued ProJ^ 
fessor of Humanity, Mr Robo-t should have the 
preference in place. In the end of this year, 
Mr Samuel Rutherford, Professor of Humanitie, 
having given some scandal in his marriage^ 
was forced to dimit his ehai^. It appeared 
that there would be many competitors, even 
the most part 'tryera at the two last elections. 
To abridge the number, . on the one hand, Mx 
John Brown was lay'd aside' by an promise 
made to him by the Council of the first pro- 
fession of Philosophy that should vake^ This 
being granted in some respect to his father, 
who had been a stedaMe freind to the Citle, 
yet offended many of the Prime- Councellers, 
as being a second neglect of the mind of the 
judges in the late tryal. On the other hand^ 
the Primar, (who by the fbundatioh hath great 
Btroke in the trjal of thfe Piirfessor of Huma- 
nity), a,nd sundry of the Regents thought the 
manner of probation lately used to be too slen- 
der; there being only prescribed to the can-* 
didats an ode of Horace, to be explained in 
publick for the space of S quarters ef an hotir, 
afto some 4 or 5 days. Herefore, it was re- 
solved, 
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solved, with the consent of the judges, that the 
tryal should be in most part of Latia and 
Greek authors ad aperturam Ubri; whereby, di- 
verse lying aside, at the day appointed by the 
program, Munday ^7th March, appeared only 
Mr John Armor and Mr Thomas Crawfurd, at 
two o'clock in the afternoon, in the high haU 
of the Colledge, before the 6 judges, the Pri- 
mar and Regents, with a frequent number of 
learned men. 

The lot to speak first fell to Mr Thomas 
Crawfurd, the other in the mean time being re- 
moved. The authors cast up were, I. Plautus ; 
2. Some parts of Ovid : 3. Some parts of Ho- 
race : 4. Lucan : 5. Juvenal : 6. Virgil : /. He- 
siod : 8. Orphei Thymiamata. 'Both being 
heard, (so long as the judges thought fit), elec- 
tion was made of Mr Thomas Crawfurd, who 
was appointed to-morrow, at 2 o'clock, to make 
an inaugural lesson upon the 14th ode of the 2d 
book of Horace, Ad Postumum ; it being 8 
o'clock before it was prescribed. His admission 
was on Wednesday following, 29th day of 
March 1626. According to the wonted bountie 
O of 
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of the Citie, Mr Samuel Rutherford had an ho- 
liest gratification at his dimission. 

1926. 

S9th July. Mr James Reid advanced the 
38th class to the magisterial! degree, £4 in 
number, diverse having withdrawen this year 
before, because of the fear of the pestilence. 

In the be^nning of this year, the Citie, 
which before made but one parish, and had 
been governed by one eldership, and had the 
ministers in common, although meeting in di*- 
verse congregations, was divided in four pa- 
rishes, and had distinct ministers alloted to 
each of them. Mr Andrew Ramsay these 6 
years bypast had sustained the burthen of the 
Rectorat of the Colledge, (which he acknow- 
ledged to have been but an emp^ title), and 
profession of Divinity ; Now having the south- 
west parish without an helper, (except that the 
Primar preached on the Sabbath), dimitted the 
Rectorat and Profession, 8th March 1626. H? 
had no successor in either till the year foIlo\v« 
ing. 
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In the vacance following, there fell out a 
disasterous buasinesa. Mr Wiltiam Stmthers, 
minister, and constant moderator of the pres- 
bytery, in the censure of an expectant, had 
used some disgraceful tenns to philosophy, 
calling it the dishclout to Divinity. Mr James 
Reid taxed this expression in his publick theses, 
calling it Salsam et rigidam nimts, and atledg- ^ 
ing, that Phil<»ophy was an honorary hand- « 
maid. This contradiction highly offended Mr 
Wiiham Struthers, having some grudge at him 
before. He drew the whole ministers of the 
Citie, and diverse of the most eminent of the 
presbytery to joyne with him, and accused Mr 
James before the City Council, immediately 
after the laureation. Mr James was very well 
beloved in the Council, and in good Eespect in 
the whole Citie and countrie. It chanced that 
all the month of July long thereafter, he had 
been heavly visited with an tertian, and was 
even then counselled to retire out of the town 
for his health by the Doctors. 

The Connceillers, (hopeing that the interve- 
nient time of the vacance should mitigate the 
bussieness), persuaded him to retire to his house 
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in Fife, according to his cuatora ; but in his 
absence the conspiracy took growth, so that on 
the 6rst day of his return, Ist October, he was 
again brought before the Council, and by 
strong prepossession, many of the new elected 
Councelllers, wrought to the contrary side ; for 
at that time the ministers liad great power in 
the Citie, and there were some pilrticulars that 
^ gave great influence underhand to strengthen 
the envy of the cause. Notwithstanding the 
greater part secretly favouring him, told him 
of the hazard. He, by advise of his lawyers, 
^pealed from the Citie Council to the Council 
of State; whereat his unfreinds takeing advan- 
tage, presently voted his deposition, and with 
one breath elected Mr John Brown to be Re- 
gent in his place, to whoiu the promise had 
been made before. He insisted both at faom6 
and in Court, (having powerful freinds in both), 
for reduceing the sentence given j^ipst him 
for no expresse cause ; but, (as it beareth), Jor 
reasons hnowen to the Cotmcii and ttwvenm 
them. Tlie Town-Council, however, they were 
for the most part his freinds, were too Btrong 
a partie for any one man ; so the matter wa» 
drifted 
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drifted over, (iiotwithBtaDdtng of od mandat 
aent dawn from Court to repone him to bis 
charge), till July l6S7, at which time he was 
moved to give an voluntary dimission, and in 
few days thereafter, received from the City 
Thesaurar 1000 libs., as an honorarie recom- 
pence for his faithful service of S4 years; 
whereupon he retired to his own house ; for in 
the year ]6S3, he had married Margaret Bruce, 
eldest daughter and co-heir of Robert Bruce of 
Pitlethie, in Fife, giveing in 17,000 merks for 
the portion of the two youngest sisters, and de- 
fraying of debts. 

This year, \6S5, he is alive, (somewhat wome 
with a long continuing flux, otherwise a man 
(^ strcoig constitution^ aged 75- Certainly, if 
he had been painful in study, he had provoi an 
ttSinent philosopher ; and was beyond few in 
oeconomical and civil abilitiesw He bad (me 
child that came to age, Helen Reid, (an exel*' 
lent woman), married to the young Laird of 
Amot, Sir Charles Amot, a young gentleman 
of rare abilities; who, broken with the griefs h« 
conceived for the calamities of his country, 
died December I65i, leaving her an young 
widow. 
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widow, not exceeding t4 years of age. She 
was next married to Bruce of Earles- 

halL 

The Library, begun by that worthy citizen Mr 
Clemerit Little, before this time had been much 
increased, not only by the donaries of such as 
were yearly graduated, but especially by the 
munificence of many worshipful, citizens cheer- 
fully contributing thereto ; a catalogue where- 
of is annexed. After it passed the capacity of 
an private chamber, it was removed to the 
higher public hitll, till such time as a proper 
house could he built for it But the cast win- ' 
dows of that house, exposed to the east and 
west moistening winds, procured some mousty- 
ness to the books: Neither could the Primar 
(who before that time had the keeping of the 
house, and care of the books) overtake all by 
himself. a6th December this year, Mr John 
Adamson, Principal, had alloted to him 180 
merks a-yejw for the charges of an servant, and 
for buying of coals, to give diy iur for preser- 
vation of the volumes. 

16S7. 
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1627. 

3Sth July. The 39th class (26 in number) 
were graduated. They had been bred two 
years under Mr James Fairly, and the last two 
under Mr Robert Rankin. 

In the beginning of this year, the City Coun- 
cil prosecuted the design of electing an Rector, 
for the better government of the whole Uni- 
versity, and an Professor of Divinity, both 
which charges had vaked one whole year ; only 
Mr Andrew Ramsay, notwithstanding his di- 
mission, had continued his profession of Divi- 
nity to the end of the former year. , ( 

5th January. The Council and Ministry, at 
an meeting in the CoUedge first, and thereafter 
in the Council, elected Mr Alexander Morison 
of Prestongrange, one of the lords of Session, 
a veiy learned man, (whose father had been 
Bailyie of the city sundry times), to be Rector 
of the CoUedge. He appeared indeed' before 
the Council, and gave his oath defideU admim- 
fitratione ; but nothing more followed upon it. 

19th April. Mr Henry Charteris, (late Prin- 
cipal), was transported from the North Kirk of 
Leith, 
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Leith, and admitted Professor of Divinity in 
the CoUedge of Edinburgh. The sums morti- 
fied for maintenance of this profession could 
not as yet yield an proportionable annuity for 
one bearing the charge. The good man ao- 
cepted of 1000 merks a-year, with an dwelling- 
house, providing, that what his stipend exceed- 
ed the annuals of the mortifications, should be 
I«founded to the Citie of the succeeding mor- 
tifications. 

This year and the nfxt, the whole laws of 
the CoUedge were gathered togeather, and put 
in a register. The greatest part of them before 
this time remained in a schedule in the Prin- 
cipaFs hands, and were yearly read (as in the 
time subsequent) in November, after the exa- 
mination of the classes. 

1638. 
27th July. Mr William King brought the 
38th class to the magisteriall degree. They 
were only 15 in number, in respect erf" the 
fear of the pestilence in the first year of their 
course. 

16^9. 
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■ 1629; ! ' 

fS5th July. MriAhdreW SftevttiSori advanced ' 
tb^ -^Sth class to the publick graduation, bein^ 
98 in number. '■'■ ^• 

In the sumnier of this year, in July,- Mr 
H«njy Chatteris,- Piofcssw of Divinity, depart- 
ed this U&. ' He vas aged about 63, being lau- 
. Feat 1587. He was certainly one of the most 
learned men of bis ;tiline, both in the tongues,. 
and in Philosophy and Divini^ ; tnit he hxA 
too low thoughts of himself, 'a feuU (if a fault) 
know^en in fewbeside. He was also of an holy 
and unblamed life. He- was not g^vento-the 
catsA of the world, yet not unfrugal ; for al- 
though he had very small incomings by hrs' 
charge (all hia time), yet, by the blessing of 
the Lord upon his patrimony, and ^e portion 
which be got by his wives^ he left his clilldren 
in good condition. He married, first, • 

Barely, -daughter* to Alexander Barclay,: apo- 
thecary, iwho bare to him an- daughter, who 
died young: :2dly,,He married Agues Mison, 
daughter to John Mason, merchant^ who bare 
to-him 9 chUdren, of whom Mr John Charteris 
P, is 
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is now minister at Curry j Mr Henry Charteris, 
writer; and Isabell Oiarteris, spouse to Lau- 
K^cf H^riaOB,. 38yli« of Edmburgh : 3*y, 
He fpar^ed Ja^et Bell, dadgblsr to Mr Johtt 
Bell, minister at Caldei-, near Glasgow, (iridaw 
of/ltfr : Henjiy Stirling), who bare to him 15 
chvldren, of .whdm € lurvtvAd biioi, namely, Mi 
Thqia^/miTiister %t Humb^; Mr Laurence, 
minister at.Bathanq; Jansea, a nlerchant, died 
young; Mr GiUlert^ a trimne divine, died 
youlng; Elipet, spouse to Mr Qeotgt lfis\y, oHt 
nitter at Holyjoodlioufle. ■ : 

There arosfc. 4n bote contmtion anept.thp 
election, of hit successor. An great number of . 
the Ministers, of the Citie were, become ..very- 
corrupt, aiul had taught in publick the Annfc 
nian doptritie, anif inost part of the tenets thei^ 
vonted in England by Dr X^ud, ^hop of p»v- ' 
don, (afterward Primate of CaflterburyX and 
his follo^vers. . Mr Thomas Synserf, (thereafter 
Bishop of GallowayX and Mr John Ataxwell, 
(Jt^Jio rfwrtiy thereafter was Bishop of iUnseX 
^ these oi! his. opuniwi, b&4 ^. tbeir eyeq up- 
on Mr Bobert.A^teetb, (son; to Alexander 
Menteet^ . a titizen^ who beiii; l^M^f ^^ '"^^ 
16«1, 
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I6tl, and having profiist Fhiloaophy 4 years at 
Stamure in Fruic^ had! returned hortie .with an 
groaf shoT of. learliing ; and besides, Jiad aii 
pleasant deliverie in the pulpit^ but.hadgiveb 
hihiself to ^ut in;^I the cnourea of that tmi^. 
Mt illJhoinaa Synserf hqd drawen in bib fiitfaeii 
in-law, John Byres, (kte Dean of Gmld, s 
prime couDScUor, and igood patriot), upon his 
side. Mr William Stiuthers, being seconded 
by Mr Andtnr Bimaay and Mr Hary. Bollock^ 
witihthe Principal sod Regents of the Golledge,^ 
vehemently opposed this project ;' whose advice 
the Council (ha'teiitg novations in dotitrine) did 
sa.^ respect, that, falbeit much tampering: bad 
been ibade ibr Mr Robert Menteetb), upon-tbe 
t4th of July, they Bade election of Mr James 
Pairly, then minister at South Leith, to iucceed 
toMr Gbarteris in the profession of Tfaecdogy. 
Mr Meateeth shortly thereafter was made mi- 
nister at Dudinitown; but, falling in, a gross' 
scandall^ fled off the countrie, and changeing 
his profession, lireth now in the society of the 
Roman Kirk at Paris, under the name of Mon*' 
sieur de Sabnonat 

. ■ . 1630. 
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1630. 

aitfa Jnly. The 4Sd class (educated by Mr 
John £roub) were solemnly' created Maisters 
of Arts, 31 in number ; among whom Mr 
Aicxander Hope (son to Sir Thomas Hope, the 
King's Advbcate^ being discontented widi bis 
^ace in the circslation, althnogfi e^ual to his 
deserving, gave the first occasion of laying 
aside the puUick in-calltbg of the graduats. 
Diverse others pretending the like grie^tance 
the year fbUowing, the circulation wab .laid 
aside for a time. 

In February, this year, Mr John Ray,' Jwho 
had been more than ti years Regent of- the La- 
tin Class in the Colledge, and above S? years 
Maister -of the High Schoole, died in the 63ct 
year of his age : He had married first '. 
Aslouan, the daughter of an honest burges, by 
whom he had one son, Mr John Ray, (who died 
in his young, years), and S (hiugbters: the 
one was married to Alexander Coupar of 
Failfbord; and Helen, the: other, was married 
to Robert Sinclair, brother to tiie Laird of 
Herdmanston. Secondly, he tnaivicd 

- Rig^ daughter tft John Rig, minister 
at 
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at Dennicliia, io Angus, who bare to him one 
daughter; nUarried to: Robert Hay, 

writer. The Council, in die beginnihg of 
March, elected Mr Thomas Oxford, Regent 
of the Latin C1b8b» successor to him in the 
charge of tlie High Schoole. therb appeared two* 
competitors for the vaking chair of Hum^t}', 
Mr John Armour (mentioned' before) and Mr 
Huraphiey Hood. Both refusing the strict ttyal 
ad tferturam lUni, an Ode of Horace was pre- 
setUKdto them, upon which they were to dis- 
course 3 quarters of an hcmr. Mr John Ar- 
mour was unquesttmably the^more accomplish- 
ed in abilities and Latin, (though some favour- 
ed Mr Hood), and was elected to succeed in 
the valuing charge. Mr Humpfaiy Hood, in 
few years thereafter, was c^ed to the ministry 
at in Nidsdale. 

In August following, the Council, hearing 
that Mr John Sharp, Doctor and FrdfeStor of 
Divinity in the CoIIedge of Die in Dauphtnee 
in France, was by Cardinal Richelivu's ipco- 
curement thrust out of France and come over 
to London, tb<)pg^t fit to give him a call to 
the profession of Divinity in the CoUedge ; and 

\ , to 
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to make vny disreto, Mr Jamea Vsaily iiras 
catIM to thd nuniatry of the south-west quai^ 
ter wkh Mr Andrew Ramsay ; and, accoixinigr 
ly, (ap4)n Mr JanK» Fairlji's dimituoa). Doctor 
Sharp was admitted to- the praftsaion of Jhi^ 
logy 17th November ibUoTnng. ISOOmerksof 
stipe&d, and an lodging, wa» alloUd to him. 

f 9th December. Charles Sfaeararj indwelkr 
in I>oit, (I know not what relidoiil he h^ td 
the other Charles Sheanr, -mentioned omm 
1613), delivered' to the Citie lliesairtalr 'Iboa 
merks ibr annual-rent to himself dureii^lm- 
life, and to his cousiiig John Shearar at Carney 
or Cambusmill, in Menteeth, (if he did oudiTe 
hiin),' dnreing bis lifetime also : Thereafter to' 
remain inortified for atigmencing the stock of 
the Pfofcssbr of Divinity. 

, 165J. *■ ■ 
sadJuly. Mr Robert Rankin brought the 
43d elass, (being 43 in number)^ to the publicW 
graduation, which was celebrat in the Qny-- 
friars Church. Hiiswat the firsttime that the 
lanreation was not ptrfotmed 9 the CtdledgO' 
hall. 

la 
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..In tt^ yapanf^ei.Mr WiUiawKii^ («lfteT!^ 
had regented in tlie CoHedge fi3 years), vraa 
c»}lc4 to the nupistry at Cramood. Tbe C01111- 
ci4 (uptm a proittiM made to the Earle of Artb, 
auf) some ot^w.irmdtX ele^tted.Mr Alexamdui 
Hepburn, (of whomi wo spokp, anw l^S.^^), tn 
be hU successor. - . Mr Willian\ King was a veiy 
eloquent and able preacher, but lived pot long 
10 th^t chai^; for in June 1^33, he dqtarted 
this life, at EdinbttTgh, to the ^eat legrate of 
hUiparishioiiers. He married &i»t Casse^ 

dfUfghter to Rich»rd Caase of FordoU wnta ta 
the Signet, who bare to him poe daughter that 
came to age. named Jea« King^ spouse, to Mr 
G^tge Trotter, . writer, who deceased .young. 
wi;tibo^t issue. Sdty> He married Margaret 
Couper,' da«ightei: to Andrew Couper, Writer, 
, who bare to him some daughters : But, anno 
164S, in (he great plague, she,, with all her. 
chi%en, was translated to ft betfler life. 



81st of July. The ,44tb cfa^ (33 m namk 
ber), vu solemnlie gra^uatcflr Hiey wa« 
bred tlus fir^t 9 y«vs under Mr WiUiam Kin^ 

and 
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and the last year under Mr Atexander He|>- 
bum. 

18th January. Thomas Chtrteris delivered 
to the Citie Thesaurar 300 mcrks, mortified by 
ian &tfaer-in-law John Byres of Coats, (Iste 
Deaa of GuM),- to the Colledge. 

1633. 
Sfld: January. Mr Andrew Stevenson ad- 
vanced the4£tb class to the tnagisterial degree. 
The disputation held this year also in the 
lower hall of the CoUedge, and so continued 
till tht year l6SS. 

■ The reason of prevention of- die diet of this 
solemnity, was the King'a Majesty being in the 
Citie, and the sitting of the Parliament upon the 
15th day of Junij. His Majesty, cometng fi'om 
Dalkeith^ by Lastalrig, and the Long Gate, 
^Mut half-six at night, came to the West Fort. 
Upon the soutii aide of the port, upon a pretty 
pageant, the draught of the City of Edinburgh, 
and suburbs , belooging thereby being exceed- 
hlgly welt powrtrayetl, was objected to his Ma- 
jSeftty's .eye ; and ■ a vale being removed, the 
Nymphe' £(Ana, (accompanied wttK two other 
nymphes), 
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«pBphea% a£tei a ihort speech of cosgrat^- 
tioD to hii Higfaness, delivered the k£ys of the 
Citie, to be disposed of at his pleuure. After 
tfa» bit M^escy etteriag the port at tbv Gnu- 
, itiarketi the Magistrates of the Qti^ being 
lidily faabiteri, did give fai« M^esty the wel-' 
come off an little stage made for die purpose. 
In the strait of the Westhow was erected a 
stately ^ ageint, (arched beneath for passage), 
having the country of .Caledonia or Scotlamj^ 
accwdiog to the old t(^»ographie, with excel- 
lent attificej represented : Off the pageant the 
Lady Caledonia, in ancient, but rich habit, de- 
livered an congratulatoiie speech to his Majes^^ 
full of patfaetkal expresMons. Upon the west 
vrall' of the tolbooth, (where noA^ the Gold- 
smiths' shops do stand), there stood an vast 
pageant, arched above, having on an largt; 
iftap the pourtraites of 109 ^.ings of Scotland. 
In the cavitie of Ae arch,- Mercurj' was repre- 
sented bringing up Fergus the Fn^t, King of 
Scotland, in an convenient habite ; who deli- 
vered to his Majesty a very grave speech, coa- 
tainidg many precious advicea to his HoyaX 
successor. 

: Q . At 
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At the Tron, from the middleof the way 
southward^ the Mount Parnusus was! teared 
up in a vast fianie of tidftb4r> ithe superfics.re- 
preseuting all the vaji«toes «f rpcks a^d vege- 
tables, whicb .are to be.rK^a on mountains; 
upon the mid^ betwixt the two tops was 
erected an pyramide i^ gr^at beigh^, with. an 
globe of glasson the top thereof ; out of the ca- 
vity hereof, did spring out a source of clear. 
water, r^resenting Hippocrene. In the bdly 
of this mountain sat a coosidecable; number of 
quirtsters of chpise singi/ig vwces, an organist 
also, with some other musicians ; who, .at the 
King's approachii^, in a sweet haroEiony, emu* 
dulated^n pleasant air, composed for tlie pur- 
pose, called Cakdonia. On the foreside of the 
mountain, lookipg to the north, sat Apollo and 
the Nine Muses, habited conveniently. The 
song being ended, Apollo uttered a panegy- 
rick to the King's Majesty, and'at ^e closeing 
thereof delivered to him ^. book of panegy- 
ricks, and other poems, compos^ by the Uni- 
versit}'. Thence he removed to the strei^t of 
the Netherbow, where there was erecited a 
stately arch, representing so much of the 
heavenly 
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lieavei^ coaistellKtipms and fhuttseef inflaences 
8s:4aUld eonveniaitly'lie Belied to the put- 
pose; and from mff this pageantitiie 7 planets, 
{OxtfaSkex another); delivered acelamstofy and 
cot^ntnlatory spebJhebj' with pithy Bentences, 
Jifwimgis well to iAe-purpoeeas to the per- 

AIt.the9&pBge»tts^ wi^ the speo^faes^ woe 
devited and composed. 1»y Mr John damson, 
firiiaarv Mr Williaiti- DraiDinond of Hautbom- 
deon, iaad the Master of the High SdtotU, 
joyned tOBn Conunittee of the gtavett 3b3 
mxwt undoitandiug citizens uid clerks : and^ 
you shall consider all the entries of tfat 
mi^test priDQ^ in Chriktendoiln foe slxscore 
years before that tiihe, and what was done far 
their honor, you shall find Uiis^riothiDg infi^ 
•riour :to the most statdy and. ria^ificent «- 
ijiQpgtfeeHi. But by.aa fatal uegleot, all wei* 
loat in,a,very few yeere thereafter, scarce any 
vestig^ra remaining, except a few pourtraits of 
tfaf! Kings; whoever was in the feiilt,. the loss 
was esteemed ominous:; as dso was this acci^ 
4ent :— ^Ija the morniog when tlib spe^ets were 
conveened in tlje lowlefr pubjiok- hall of the 
Col ledge, 



,iP,.-jM,Googlc 



jM smrvKT op kxii .''''' 

Cf^edgc^ H- noeive thrnx pactmtbv litUefaam, 
-the FtkAtf tod tbe refct wlrai won 'to {HiJLtheHi 
,to diM Thicfa they vere to act, faeita^: put of 
^tlKTOoiD, die first and last speaker, iafla^.b^ 
:die ean, did bo tear and defenn one'iaDDtfaor's 
faces, that Bcither of tliMi could bed'ifiotmifk; 
-irhich was like in all probability to have.mar- 
red the wb*^ buuienea* ;,-eTieiyact'bcuig.Unk- 
M to aooth^. The Primar hxriag-a. MoKif 
-Mnretaigavertaej btniDd up their, faces, atouHiit- 
td therea^ifH and kq}t .them close : So that the 
iKing's «iitr^ lolling to. be much hrter thax wafi 
, expected,: no dafcraitic in tbe titae-of theac- 
tmg their parts i4>peated in thetr faces. 

In December ifoUowingi' Mr John' Armour, 
^ing called to the |vofessiOB iff Philosophy in 
the Old CoHedge of Si Andrew's, progfanis 
were aet fytA to invite such as intended the 
profession of HumaKiiy. Three competitors 
were heud discoorse muoh of an hour upon 
■that ode of Hora<x, Laudabunt ulij chram 
JModbn. Mr James Adamson, brother's son to 
the Primar, (being then a Doctor in tbe. High 
School, uid thereafter a minister ib Ireland), 
tras commended Km- bis ability. The contest 
remained 
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■raaanifd^belRBes* Mr Aidnbahi>NiaiWi;>^iMh 
of an honest burge^i at,t^ -tiirie D6tter -stdb 
High Class in the' Grammar School, and now 
minister at Libberton), and Mr Alexander Gih- 
■totif MiLi'tfr'in.: jtnicer. Mr'ArdukM wai 
teiomito^bii'«r&r<raoM eminent «bUt^.,-'BM: 
idle <itber h«vhig mora favouri^ the jodget, 
and Mr Archibald being odious to the Sp^k^^ 
^at fafMiOn^ lUwhwe power now was . bebome 
, ~v6ty great))' Mv AleKander Gibson was eled»fl 
joccoMor to Mr Anno^r, aatl admiRied'^^ 
Dfecetnber. M r^ Keuton had been gradu^fi^ 
1025, Mr Adamsdn 1631, and Mr Oitwoft 
1630. ; . • 

1634. 

Mth July. 'Mr John Bnmn's disciples (be- 
Wg the 46Ut class, in number 36) wer^- pu- 
Mickty graduated in ^e lower hall; ' 

Ifith February. James Eleis gave in to the 
Citie Thfsautar SOO merk^ left by-Wtrit* 
-£)»$, -his grandfitthcr; and' othef 'sbo <ih^l4 
Jeft by Patrick-'Eleis, his fatb^r, extending, 
'With some by-rUn annuals, fe IdOOifter^j ibor- 
tified 
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^HSfd to Ae Gdledge, for augmaiitiiig the Fid. 
ftHor of Diviah^^ stipend, io 

-jBStliJuly. Tlu47thclaM,(MnHi.4Jiaqiim- 
htf), bred under Mr Robert R4uiluji> were so- 
knmty maniivwiQtw) JQ. tfae }qW^ .htU itC ^ 
Colledge, 

The: prelate vad qiinister^ of their way, aftfo' 
inany years labp^r* at length, ^ft year, pre^ 
[>i]A^e4 so fiM" wid» thf , MaU(er4 fif ^ Ccdkdge, 
(only Mr Ar>4rew 3tev«p99K protesting to the 
oontraryX th»t the short .Con£euion of Faitb, 
called the Covenant, (which purposely had bet^ 
drawn up and sworn in the year 1581, to close 
die door against the re-entry, as well of £pis- 
cppacie as Popisme, and at) the . branches of 
.bp.th), should be laid aside, and instead thereof 
the candidats yearly should subacrive-an short 
oath against Fapistrie : But the Lord diortly 
oyertomed their power. |p the beginningaf 
ApiriL^ the Cily Council, out of their bouH^ 
fi^M, respect to Dr Sharp, Professor of Divinity, 
allotted to him an yearly gratification of 3Q0 
fnerks, beside his wdinary stipend, during their 
pleasure, 
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pleasure, whtdt^ ctukinued to the y^r l6S$i 
And whereas, hitherto the Primar had alwaj'i 
had the keeping of the IJbrary ; to ^e end 
th^t the use^^thereof might bereal^ be nor* 
general Uieo the Primar's attendance could suf* 
fer, it was ordained, th&t one chosen for that 
purpose shoold have the ct»todie of that house, 

' aiid, for his pains, 400 inerks a-year, Mnth some 
casualties ; he attending at the houi3 appoint^ 
ed, to the end that such as were admitted to 
^w use of the books, might make' use of this 
benefite in the house, without wronging the 
bools, according to the laws, which are read 
to them at their admission to the priviledge, 
and dieir oath taken for observance before the 
Primar, and one at least of the Regents. 
Mr Kenneth Logie, (s<m to Mr James L(^i«, 

- a lawer),' was first chosen keeper of ilie Li- 
brary, SSd Apriie this year. He, wiA the Pri- 
mar, before this, had takoi gicat pains for di- 
gestmg the volumes in method, setting thei)tt 
down in catalogues, and disposing them in 
presses, in such a way that they could easily be. 
foimd out by the catalogue, and again, reported, 
ewdi . in his own place ; which m^od sejye4 
cxactiji 
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tmneHSfBo \aag at. the bocka ^tood in the high 
haU,. . ., '" 

Froiti the firH times of the. C<^Mge> .tW 
porter thereof wa4 cha$ev, ^thflfout^of the SUi 
faeme Clsisat, or put of these «thQ:w!er( h^y 
graduated : Hiese being ailwftys students ilt 
Divinity, and uo«nig itt Hat dwUtiy, had 
many ayocation» fAna thor attendAice : bt 
ccHisideratioD whdreof, am».l6S,3, Mr John Sin- 
clar ditinittwgf (who thereafter Wai minister at 
Peniiycooh), Mr John Ad^aoil, Principal, nor 
v^ to the Council, that tbe porter should bt 
chosen, suth a ^ae as had, no avocation finnt 
his cOnf^tJHit attendance ehpecially a booklnnd- 
er who mig^t troflAy hitnaelf at work within 
the gate oi the Colledge, iA an room £t f<M- th« 
pHrpdsv i Iftretipon David Smatfa, bookbinder, 
wajSeideted porter^ who dying this year, 1635, 
oxie Bictb^t .'Biilill succeeded to him; and he 
dyi»^ also iA the vitoance 1639, one Jamei 
MsriheH filled his'[daice. 

1636. 
. 08^ 36^^ %it Alexander Hqpbora's dis- 
Uplei, boiig die 48tli chw^ were scrfeinnly lao* 
,■- ■ '■> ' reat 
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reat in t^ifr lower hall of the CoUedge, some 84 
in nomber. 

In Aprile, the Primar's stipend was augment- 
ed to SOOO merks, including his'house-rent 

The Coimcil, thinking that the place where 
now is the present new lower courts (bewest 
the great lodging and private schools of the 
Colledge), being then a number of baggage 
thatched houses before the gate, was unseemly, 
and made the incloaure of the Colledge dispro- 
portional, wanting a canton upon that quarter, 
had caused buy the right of these houses, and 
had throwen them down, intending to draw 
the building west, by a straight line from the 
Bell-Btair to the Horse Wynde, and thence turn- 
ing an angle to the Potterrow Port, as now in 
some good measure is performed. For advan- 
venceing of this work, this year, in January, 
Mr James Keith of Edmonston gave to the 
City Theaaurar 500 merks to the use of the 
CoUedge. 

In October following, Mr Alexander Gibson 
(to the admiration of his friends), embraced an 
call to the Grammar School of the Cannongate. 
Hereupon programs being issued for the va- 
il cant 
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Mnt profeMtoa df Humanity, ' appearejd pnly H^ 
James Wiseman, then maister of the ttthool of 
liinlitbgow, SOB to an burges, lauise^ .-f9ino 
16S£). .There being no competitor, he was by 
the judges appointed to make an iessOQ upon 
the 2ftth ode of the 1st Book of Horace, Tfi 
marii et terra, and admitted to the profession 
11 th November. 

It is to be remembered, that i^pon the 6lij of 
January 1636, James Mure, son to umqall 
Thomas MUre, gave to Charles Hamilton, 
titesauTer^ 100 merks for help of bursars. 

1657. 

Monday, 33d Jaly. The 49th class, ("bred un- 
der Mr Ahdrevir Stevenson), 45 in number, 
were graduated in the common hall of the Col- 
ledge. 

This waB the very next day after that (ktal 
checke given to the Prelats in the kirks of 
Edinburgh. They, (being set on by I^ud of 
Canterbury) had framed a new service-book 
for the Kirk of Scotland, ingrossing the seeds 
of the most part of Popish and. Armiman er- 
rours, and had procured a mandate from his 
Majesty, that it should be read and received in 

all 
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sl\ 1^ kirks of Scotland, beg^ontng at Etiii^^ 
burgh. Only Mr Andrew Ramsay stoutly o^j 
posed ; and Mr Hary Rollock having at first 
given Way, thereafter repenting himself, did 
not ^ad it. Mr Daivid Liodiay,. fiishop of 
EdibbUt^h, tAint biinself to the Mid Kiik of Si 
Giles, (the East Kirk being at that time r»^ 
pairiiig for the altar, and othtn* pendicles of 
tiiat idolatrous service^ attended by Ajr James ' 
Rdrinay, Defui of Edinburgh, and Mr. AleX'^ 
ander Thomson, minister.. .So soo'fais.tJie Bi- 
shop-began to such an unknown .service, some 
gOod'people arising to bear testimony against 
it, (vtrbioh they intended to do in all modesty),. 
the^ aTOse sucb a tumult of unknown and as 
iiieons^derable peojile, that all the busyness was- 
djstiirbed ; and the Btfthop, (after senhon), for- 
ced to niAf',into the next lodging for shelter ; 
and notwi^'itanding the diligence used by the: 
Magiatratsi the tike uproar continued in the af^ 
temoon, both in the Greats Kirk, die Weft; 
Kirk,>nd Grayfriars, where the service was at>' 
tempted to be read ; and on the street, from this- 
small beginning, wherein the hand of noknownt 
jJeftton of note coiild be found to have been, 
^ proceeded 
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proceeded ihe overthrow of the Episcopal uaiiw 
pation in the Kirk of Scotland. . 

1638. 

SOth Jiily. Mr John Broim's disciples, being 
the 50th class, some 32 in number, were pri- 
vately graduated wi^out any disputation, not- 
irithstanding they had distributed their theses 
for the purpose. The reason hereof, (which 
was the first of this kind), may appear out of- 
that which foUoweth. 

The ):em^nder of the luHiest ministry 
through the kingdom, with diverse NoUemenr 
rawt part of Burrows, Barons and Gentry, re-. 
wiving to return to the puijtie of the Befonn- 
ed Religion of the Kirk of Scotland, as it had 
been established before the Episcopal u8ur|M^ . 
tion, had this year, in February, (a^r many 
ampplications put up to the CouncH of State, 
and to the King's Majesty, but all to no pur- 
pose), renewed and subscribed the National 
Covenant, and General Bond, subscribed first- 
in anno 1581, against Fapistrie, and all innova- 
tions in religion tending thereto. The Maisters 
of the CoUedge of Edinbiu^h were very for- 
ward 
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ward herein; only Mr Robert Rankin and Mr 
John Broun obstinately refused ; for the which 
cause, the Council, -with the honest ministty, 
in, October following, 1638, deposed them both 
from their charges in the Colledge. 

Programs being set forth, to invite such as 
ain^ed at that profession, there appeared 4 com- 
petitors, Mr James Wiseman^ Professor of Hu- 
manity, Mr Duncan Forester, laureat in St 
Lepnard's, at St Andrew's, iwino 1634, Mr Pa- 
trif k Colvill, laureat in Edinburgh 16S9, and 
Stfr Robert Young, laureat in Glasgow at the 
Laipbmess preceeding. 

The hearers of the tryal, (beside the Princi- 
pal a^ remainent two Regents), were appoint- 
ed to be Mr Andrew Ramsay and Mr Haiy 
Rt^lock, ministers, with the Maister of the 
High School : Their themes being prescribed 
upon the third day thereafter, each of them 
bad an lesson for 3 quarters of an hour : There- 
after, each of them defended his theses, the 
other three disputing every one half-an-hour. 

The tryal being closed, the judges unani- 
mously named Mr James Wiseman, and Mr 
Duncan Forester, to succeed to the vacant 
chairs : 
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ciiairs : But after a little conierence widi' thef 
Council, it was thought expedient that oife of 
the vacant places should he fitted with sodie' 
experimented Pfofessor, namely, by Mr James 
Wright, who being laurieat at Edinburgh, aww 
I62T, had regented 4 year* in the Old Cottedge 
at St Andrew's, with singular commendation ,- 
he being elected and admitted, after som^'dTs-^ 
pute concerning the two trycrs,-at length Mr 
James Wiseman was admitted to the other x-a- 
kaing class, being' then ma^strands, br^d' for 
the first 3 years'' under Mr Robert Ranldff, for 
Mr James Wright had entered to the cl^ of 
new intrants. ■ ' ' ^ 

■ Mr James Wiseman being admitted Pi'ofes-^ 
sor of Philosophy, 10th November, prbgrams 
were emitted, indicting a new tryal for the \'a'' 
kaing profession bf Humanity, left by Mr James 
Wiseman. Two competitors appeared, Mr Ro- 
bert Fail-ly, son to an honest citizen, laureat 
amto 1624, and long practised in the profession 
of Humanity, cum ' laude ; and Robert Young, 
(named before), son to Mr Andrew Young, late 
minister, at Abercom: the rigorous tryal ad 
Sptrtutam Hbri was made use of. 

No 
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Ko man doubted bat the ilrst. nam^ (hin 
Wbg 90 m4py advjuitages, ^d beii^ so w«U 
seen in Humanity), should caiy the pri« : Bat 
Itplettf^ the Lpr^ so far to ttesert bim ^t.that 
tiBiiej that 90 in^n .did voice fw him ; whero- 
upoii Mr Robert Young was a4niitted Frofes- 
»0T q£ Mnmataty^ Uth Novjsmher 1698. 

I639. 

Tliis year broke off the peace which bad last* 
ed in Scotland (even from civil wars) since the 
Rode of Stirling 1582, some 54 years. The 
K^'ngTi '^y ^^d' counfiellerfi, wa3 highly incensed 
against the proceedii^ of the Assembly of 
Glasgow, in December 1638, though indicted 
by himself, and raised an mighty navy, which, 
in the beginning of May, entered into the Firth 
of Fortl^ commanded by the Marquis of Ha- 
milton, the King's Majesty in person, about the 
same time, advancing with an numerous land 
army towards the border. 

The rumors of these preparations startling 
the country, all who lay near to the sea repair- 
ed thether, for guarding of the coasts for the 
fleet i and an land army (under the command 

of 
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of General Lesly) was levied to guard the W- 
dera. These tumults forced the rising of the 
CoUedge. 

I7th April. Mr James Wiseman advanced 
the 5l5t claas (to the number of 43) to the ma- 
gisterial degree ; which act, in respect of the 
commotions and fears of the country, was per- 
formed privately in the higher hall of the Col- 
ledge, only the Council, Ministers, and Mus- 
sters of the Colledge, being present, without 
examination or publick dispute, the first of this 
kind. 

After the -pacification at Dunce, the General 
Assembly and Parliament met at Edinburgh. 
But the appearance of peace proved deceit- 
ful. 

In December following, the Colledge recei- 
ved the greatest accession of its patrimony, 
which ever had been bestowed by any private 
person. Mr Bartholomew Somerrale, (the son 
of Peter Somervale, arichburges, and sometime 
Baylie), having no children, (by the good coun- 
sel of his brothers-in-law, Alexuider Patrick 
and Mr Samuel Talfar), mortified to the Col- 
ledge SO^OOO merks, to be employed for main- 
' tenance 
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teoaace of an Professor of ti'mmty, and 6000 
«ierki fi>r buying of Sr James Skeea's lod^ng 
teid yards for his dwdling. 

Tbe same moath, David Mackaw (lite Batl-> 
lie) mortified ISOO met{<.s, for maintenance of 
.'■i bursars ; beside the Hke sum, aue lai^ auc- 
tary to the library, of which in its own place. 

In this month also, Mr Andrc||ir Stevenson . 
iKlog called to the ministry of the goepel at 
Dunbar, Mr Duncan Forester, who had been 
approven in his tryal ^e year preceeding, was 
elected his successor, entering to tbe Bachelers : 
He was son to David Forester, an honest pious 
ninbter at North Lnl^ 

1640. 

Kotwithistanding of the gmt ^reatnings 

,^ war thundred from England, on the one 

Jiand, and from the strong garrison which kept 

tbe Castle, (under the command of General 

RuthvCTi^ on the other hand, yet the Coundl 

manifested iheir zeal for tbe good goremment 

9f the CoUedge. In January, it wtt ordai&ed 

that in time comeifig an Rector shoiUd be cho 

sen yea^, who should have the general m- 

S spectioa 
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spection of the UDiversi^, assisted by aq se« 
lect ntimber of the City Counpil, the MinUtiy, 
and some of the Maistdrs of the Colledj^; and 
for the year ensewing, they made choise of Mr 
Alexander Henrison, minister .of the Great 
Kirk of Edinburgh. An beddell also was Ap- 
pointed to carry an mace of silver before the 
Rector at all solemnities. Immediatly there- 
after, (whereas in former times the Thesaurar 
of the Citie had had the charge of the Golledge 
revenues), a peculiar thesaurar was appointed 
to manage the CoUedge rents, which were di- 
Btinguished und set apart from the other be- 
longing to the Citie; .^ndjon ;the last of .Ja- 
nuary, John Josay was elected thesaurar, for 
the CoUedge, and a Committee set a-work to 
take a perfect information of all which belong- 
ed to the CoUedge, which in few days was re* 
turQed, containing these particuUrg. — 

'Ut, 'niQ'pritnitive patrimony of the Colledg)^ 
consisting, in thf Archdeaconry of Lothiaq, 
being the ^ccarage and parsonage of Cur- 

■ ly- ■ - ■■ 

Xhe. ground-^nuala belonging to the prebei^- 
dars 



|.rll>,COOglC 



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBCRGH. 1S9 

dars of the iKtrk-a-freld, something short of 
206 lib. a-yeaf. 

The viccarage of the kirk of Levinstoit. 

The teinds of Kirkurde, parsonage and vicarage. 

2rf, The benefite of the publick motttloaths, gi- 
ven by the City anno 1609. 

5d, The rent of 3000 hbs., contributed amto 
1589 by the Lords of Session, the City Coun- 
cil, the Advocats, and Writers, for the pro- 
fession of the Laws, and thereafter of Hu- 
manity. 

4M, Tlie rent of 12,150 merk, mortified anm 
Ib'OS by the kirk-session. 

The rents of sundry sums of money iportifled 

, by particular burgesses, and put in the hands 
of the City Council : 

MERKS. 

By James Bannatine, • — 100 

By William Cowper, loo 

By Thomas Speir, - . . lOOO 

By Charles Sherar,-- ■ '• 500 

By Sir William Nisbet, ■. i650 

By William Rig, 625 

By John Lauty, apothecary, mortified anno 

1622, ■ 150 

By 
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By Mr Waiter Balcanquall 1000 merks, 

with an year's anmjaH,- -■•■■- IIOO 

By Margaret Stewart,, ^- • • 30O 

By Jamer Ainsly, .••••'■ -.- • 500 

By Hugh WrigUt, '• • • 50© 

By anothcF Charles Shetar, • 100» 

By John Byres of Cotes, ■■•.■■..■ 300 

By Patrick Eleis, elder and younger, 1000 

By Thomas Moore, 100 

By Mr Bartlemew Somervale, 20,000 

?iy David Mackaw, ISOO 

Besides 1000 merks mortified by Hugh Wright 
, for the Professor of Divinity his stipend ;^ 
1000 merks. by Archibald Johnston, for 
maintaining of bursars ; 300 merks by Alex- 
ander Stobo, messengep. 

On the last of January, John Jossie, mer- 
chaot, was chosen first thesaurar for masaging 
the Colledge revenues. 

Not long before this, time, Mr Kobcrt John" 
»toii. Doctor of Laws, (son of an honest c^■ 
tizen of Edinburgh, who had lived in England^. 
z': London, many yean), beside many great le- 
gacies 
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gacies left for publick uses in Scotland, 'morti-> 
iaed to the CoIIedge of Edinburgh, (wherein he 
had been bred), £. 1000 Sterling; being 18,000 
mf rks, to be put. in the bands of, the Council 
of Edinburgh, and bestowed upon land, for an 
yearly revenue of 1000 merks^ for the mainte- 
nance of b bursara, for the which yearly rent 
the Council, in October I64I, gave infeftment 
m Bonitcm Mills. 

, About the same time, (penult of May), Alex- 
ander Wright, mercbant-tayler, mortified to the 
CoIIedge (ifor augmenting of the stipend&of the 
Maisteis thereof) the sum <^ I^OOO merks. 

And, upon the 34th July, Mr Alexander 
Henrison and Mr Haty Rollocl^ having boc> 
roued from diverse well-affected citizens 21,777 
libs. £<x the publick use, and taken an publick 
bond for the same : The parties creditors all 
aggreeiog that this sum should be employed 
for such an pious use .within the citie^ they 
assigned the bofid of the sum above-named 
.81,777 libs, to the CoIIedge of Edinburgh. 

3d Aprilis. This year, «» respect of the siege 
laid to the Castle of j^inburgh, and the gener 
ral levie of 60uldier».t;lffotigh the km|[dom,^ (up|- 
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on advertisement of an army raised in England 
to invade Scotland), the act of graduation was 
passed privately, as the year before; Mr Alfex 
ander Hepburn advanceing to the degree the 
S2d class, some 39 in number. 

In the end of this vacance, Mr James Wright, 
after he had regented two years, Was called to- 
the ministry at Golbrandspath. The Council 
and Rectors, considering that the two preceed- 
ing years two Regents were newly entered, 
were loath to admit an third' unexperienced 
Maister in so short a rime ; and therefore, for 
•the further credit of the Cdlledge, invited Mr 
Thomas" Craufurd, then Maister of the High 
School, first to be puhlick Professor of the Ma- 
thematicks, appointing hin> dureing his life a 
sallary of 600 hierks a-year : for which pur- 
pose, an legacy' of' 6000 merks being left by 
James Dalgleish, citizen, for some publick use, 
ihey appointed the same, with the by-run an- 
nualrents, to accrescc to the patrimony of the 
CoUedge, to make up an part of the said new 
stipend); and immediately thereafter he was 
called to the charge of the class (being Bache- 
lars) left by MrJaihes Wright: 

1641. 
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1541. 

. 15th July. Mr Duncan .Forester advanced 
the 53d class (}>eing S5 in. number) to the ma- 
gisterial degree, being first examined, and su- 
staining publick disputation, according, to the 
primitive discipline of the Colledge, in the 
lower publick hall thereof. This good prd^ 
was not restored without some opposition and 
debate. 

S9th January. In the beginning of this year, 
Mr Kenneth Logic, Keeper of the Library, be- 
ing called to the ministry at Skirling, Mr An- 
drew Monro, son to John Monro, an honest 
burges, was chosen successor in that charge. 

In August, the 6000 merks mortified by Mr 
Bartholomew Sommervale, with some of the 
annuals, re-amassed to 7000 merks, were em- 
ployed for buying Sir James Skeen's lodging 
and yards, near to the High School, for the 
dwelling-place of the Professor of Divinity. 

I6tf. 
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1642. 
. jiily, Mr Thomas Craufiird brauglit die 
jE4tfa class (S4 in number) to the publick gnt- 
9uation in the low^r hall of the CoUedge. 

S5th February.. Mr John Charteris, minister 
at Cuny, as executei to Charles Hamilton, late 
Bayli^ delivered to the Colledge ThesauraT 
1000 merks, to be employed in stock, by die 
advice of the Rector and Principal This sum 
had been- mortified by Marie Weer, sometime 
Widov of Richard Dobie, Dean of Guild, and 
left to this Charles Hamiltoii, her executor, to 
be disposed of according as he found expe- 
dient. All his life he employed the annuals 
for maintenance of poor scholars ; after his 
death, it was thought 6t to be bestowed for 
the maintenance of an bursar student of Pivi- 
nity. 

-In Aprile following, an act was passed for 
building a new Bibliotheck, betwext the south- 
er jamb of the great old lodging and the stair 
of the new hall; which was followed forth 
ttaoofdiogly. 

S3d 
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fi3d December. John Trotter (a very honest 
burges) mortified some houses ahd lukers of 
land in Dunse to the Orfledge, whereof more 
!• to bi spoken hereaftcF. 

1643. 

July. Mr James Wiseman's disciples of the 
J5th claiaj (^jout SO iii number) wrire solemnly 
graduated in the lower hall of tlie CoUedge ; 
and at this time was' i^evived the old custom 
of circling the gradaats according to their de- 
servinge, in reipeit of their maun*»^ and profi- 
ciency: Although, with isome diteculty, after 
13 years intermissibn, yet the ceremony was 
performed in the afternoon, before the publicli 
graduation, in the higher ball, in presenoe of 
an select number of the Council, the Ministei^» 
Recl;or, a^id Maisters of the CoUedge. ■ 

In March, John J^leming, pKsmt Baylie, 
mortified 4000 merks for repairing and aug- 
. menting the edifice of the CoUedge, by advice 
of the Rector and his Council. 

Likeways, Mr Janie« Shoner of Caskybar- . 
rian, as executor to D; Christian Gibson, his 
uiother, delivered to the CoUedge Thesaurar 
^ . T . 300 
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600 TiKTkSi: vv>Xti^^. ama' \6ii5, by Su-.Biobert 
X)eiipe$!ton^ Conservator -in the Low CouDtricd, 
for Biaiqjte^aace *s£ t»€ bursar ; reserving the 
liferent use of it to his wife, the said'D/Chrir 
stian Gibson. 

The ^S6th class, (Wt) under Mr Alexander 
Hepbumi SB in niuxifeet, >tf ere privbtely laui 
reated.ibithe high hall of the CoIIedge, upon 
the iBth of July, without i^xamibation. And 
witfaiq fe^- days tj^ereafteft Mr Akxandf r himr 
self diniitted his chvge. takeiug htnfself to ati 
retired . life : He 'was son to Mr Thomas Hep- 
burpi par^pn of Aldhamstiocks ; He maKried, 
fi^s^ . . Laipb, daughter to Mr Andrew. Lamb, 
Bishop' of Galloway, she lived not many years, 
and her ot>ly son survived ber not long. There-^ 
after he murmd. 

Tills year, James palgletsh, (mentioned be* 
fore), beside other legacies for publick tise^ 
left to the Colledge of Edinburgh 4000 merks, 
towards the no^tenanoe (^ 8 bursars. - 

In October: idso, Ah<^ew Beatie, citizen, left 
1000 mei^ to the Colledge, contained in cer- 
tain 
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tain bonds asHgned to the CoUedge ; but the 
badness of the ensuing times^ end the weak- 
ness of the debitors, hath made that legacy of 
more damage to the CoUedge then it is like to 
appear proHtable ;' for since his death, these 10 
or 1 1 years, the annual rent thereof- hath been 
payed to his relict by tlie Tliesaurar, upon hope 
of recovery of the sums from th? debitors ; but 
there is none, (tr small hc^sof any patt there- 
of. 

In December, Margaret Richeaon, ah honest 
widoV) relict of Mr John Gdlovray, delivered 
to the CoUedge Thesaurar 500 libs, for hoping 
' of an bursar for 4 years, recommended, by her^ 
and thereafter to be employed as should be 
found necessary. 

Mr WilliunStitatberSf minister of Edinburgh, 
befbi« his death,' akno 1633, mortified -the sum 
of '6000 merks, which he had lyhig upon the 
land ot Daldowie,' belonging to^ the Laitxi of 
Mintow, the one-half to theColledgle of <5las- 
go*, the other to the CoUedge of JEdinburgh, 
for- maintenance, of 2 students in Kvbity in 
ettbcr CoUedge, the Council and Ministry of 
Eijmhurgh and Olasigow bjri^g patrbns' retpec- 
■ ■■) tivi; 
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tpoi; reserv'ing .the . liferent to ifis wife Eliza-- 
beth Robertoun, who . deceased , in February 
1641; y^t the testament «ind:. other evident»> 
came not to the hands of the Thesaurar of the 
Colledge before this year l'fi44. . 

Maister ./)Ie;!^Bder Hfpbufii's dimission oc- 
casion^ an hot debate for a tyme anent his- 
successor. Sir John Smith, then Provost, with 
the BaiUes, some of the Ministers, the Princi- 
pal, and rest of the Masters of the Colledge, 
out of the ;seBse of the present condition of the 
University, judged it necessary that some ex- 
perienced man should be invited to supply the 
y^ing place, namely, Mr, William Tweedy, a- 
man well. known to all the Maisters, who be- > 
ing laureat in the Colledge of j^inbur^, ann» 
1639, had professed Philosophy in the OM Col- 
ledge of St Andrew'* some 4.ycAFS, with good- 
comm^ation.; Many of the Council indiaed 
to, chuse. Mr Bobert Yong abovcnamedi who 
now'bad professed Humanity in the Colledge 
of Edinburgh^ ^ years. At length, in the be* 
ginning of Optober, with general consent,- Mn 
Tweedy was elected and estaUished ia the.pto- 
fession of Philosophy, and Mr BoberC Yongy 

(an 
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(an eloquent preaefaerX at first employed to as- 
sist the miniatcra of EdinlMirgh, there being 
seme pJmces vacant, and thereafter was pre-j 
sentedbe the City Council, as patrons, to the 
kirk of Dumbamey. 

' PrograKis hereupon irere issued out to invite 
triers for the vacant chair of Humasity. There 
appeared Mr James Pitlan^ son of an honest. 
citizen, Imireat muio 163\, Mr David Kennedy, 
son to Quintin Kennedy, writer, laureat 1639, 
and Mr William Crawfurd of the house of 
Fethcrhed in Budian. The strict trial ad aper- 
turam 'iibri, was preferred, in latin and Greek 
autliors. Mr James Fillans was judged the 
fittest for the charge, and accordingly admit- 
ted be the Coundl. Mr David Kennedy is 
now minister at Birsa ih Orkney ; Mr William 
Crawfurd, miaister at in the Men;. 

John Jossie being this year called to be The- 
saiirar of the Citie, Jame$ Barns, mercliant, was 
elected his siiiceessor. John Jossie had been, 
about 4 years and 8 months Thesaurar of the 
' CaUedgCjdowing' which time, (such was the 
c<i|istantiy honoura^ie mind of the City Coun- 
ciIj.hi8,o.wn fOTSKatdnfss in aoting in Qur affairs, 
: and 
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and the zealous asaistance oftfaf Rector and 
other minifltera), the University not only teoei- 
Tcd so gre^t accessions to die former patri- 
nony thereof (moitioned beibre), but also the 
fabrick of tlie Colledge was largely amftlified. 

The first beginning of this vork contzihed 
only the great lodging where the private 
schools arc, with the 14 chamters goeing east 
from the north jamb thereof^ About the year 
16 , the Provost of the KirIo-a<field^ lod^ag 
was bought from John Fenton. The g^reat hall 
higher and lower, built betwixt the year 1616 
and 1619. lu the year 1695 and 1636, Sir 
Thomas Hope and William Rig Of Athemy 
built these 4 chambers in the higher court. 
Many citizens would have followed their ex- 
ample, if they had found encouragement. I6fl8 
and 1689, the publick iatrma (removed from' 
the north gavel of the great hall) were built 
where now they stand ; and the upper court 
was rid of tlie rubbish of the old Kirk-a-fidd, 
and cast into three levell ^valks ; - a part where- 
of is lately disfigured. 1656 antf Ifisr, the' 
new great gate of the Colledge, lookidg- to thfe' 
north, was built^ And a waU driPweh aboiifr'thfc" 
!. the 
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the new lowers court, side-wall high; so fitted, 
that it still serveth for an outer wall to the 
new cbamben built in liiat oourt Mr Jamei 
Keitb of ficJBiDnston beetowed JOO merks fat 
the furtherance &S this work. . 

John Josaic, after his emfry to that office,' 
first built -fhe new stair, which leadeth fnaiL 
the new lower court to the higher. Thereafter 
he made the great stair on the south of the 
great lodging, leading into the higher gaiety ; 
and whereas of old all the classes had one eom- 
nion entrie to their private Qchools, first ascend^ 
■ tng&om the transe of theold jgate by an.strait 
scale of stone. !ta the lower galery, and from 
thence to the higher by an timber scale ; which 
procured much confusion and frequent con-' 
tentions betwextdasses. at their dimisflioiw ; 
he made 3 sundry . entries' as it is presefttlyy 
The Bachelar class had been the highest t'oom 
of the souther jamb, closing with the M|^- 
strand school on the south end of the high» 
galery. The Hofloanist's auditory came forth a 
g^t way in the lower galery^ only leaving a 
narrow transe on the west for the ciitiy of iJie 
Bajans to thek auditory. 

Bol^ 
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, Both these rooms were diastizad of tlieir 
length towards the west, and lix two galoies 
brought forevardg to the south KvalV and a fiiir 
door built for either of ^tn tothe south: 
and the Bachelars school appointed where now 
it. is in an chamber on tho head o£ the Bell- 
atair, where the Profissor of Divinity wont to 
meet privately with the students in that far^ 
ealiy.. 

Thereafter he bailt, upon hik own charge^ 
the chamber. above thfe great gate. Herehy- 
Hiany were'stiraed' up to follow bis example; 
and,- fiiBt, John Trotter bestowii^ the expen- 
ces, the two nekt chambers, besringifais nam^ 
were added ; and,, then, the. othec two next to' 
them bear the .name of Robert £lise, a very; 
hoaest young citiren, who, at his death, morti-' 
^Qi\H sum for tliat use. The .4 nmct chambers 
tprtbtjrest corner he built by an le^cy left, 
hy. ^bi* procurement, for the purpose, by Mr 
I^bert Johnston spoken of befwe. 

Robert Flemine and Lwitepce Henrison,. 

(Baylies), contributed for the building ^ th« 

n^xt two chambers. The charge unexpetv 

^ly, amounting to an- half more, was sup-, 

plied 
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pUed'f^ George St>otie, Dean of Guild.' Next 
followed William Thomson, cleft of the Gty, 
and James Murray, who built eit^r of them 
two chambers bearing their names, which were 
not finished while after his dimisaiMi of the - 
thesaury. 

In the year 164S, he began the fabrick of 
the new Library, from the south jamb of the 
old house to the jamb of the great hall, and 
covered it with lead, for which work John 
Flemine, Baylie, left 4000 merks. Margaret 
Shoner, Lady Foret, (sister to Mr James SHoner 
of Caskybarrian^ a pious matron, put in the 
hands of Mr Robert Douglas, minister of Edin- 
burghj for some publicit use, 

which he employed this way. 

There was a considerable number of honest 

■and bountiful citizens, resolute to continue the 
work of building along the west wall, as far al- 
most as the latrines, and from thence eastward 
to the Provost's lodging ; but at first the charges 
ofbuildingbecoming exorbitant, stumbled them; 
afterward the great troubles that' ensued did 
outweat the most part of them ; only Andrew 

, Simpson, Bailie, was at the charge of building 
U ■ the 
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the S chainbers in the comer besoudi James 
Moray's chambers, with the cellar beneath ; and 
the two chambers besouth- them were built by 
Archibald Synserf, Bailie, and the two high 
chambers betwext - the comer chambers and 
Sir Thomas Hope's, were built by James Men- 
teeth, Deacon of the Hammermen, upon a le- . 
gacy of , his goodfather, Robert Caimcruce, 
sometime an uuder-collector of some.CoUedge 
rents. , 

These things were done in the year follow- 
ing. 

This year closed with many sad disasters to 
this land ; for, James Grahame, Earle of Mon- 
trose, who, iri the beginning, had shewed in- 
credable forwardness and zeal toward the Co- 
venant and Reformation, (being a man of 
proud spirit and incontinent life notwithstand- 
ing), turning malecontent that some other 
Noblemen equalled him in the publick favour, 
had piece and piece alienated his mind from 
the cause of God ; and after the ingoeing of 
the Scottish army to the assistance of the Par- 
liament of England,, in the .end of the year. 
1643, be went to court the King's Majesty, 
then 
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tjien residing at Oxford ; where^ overthrowing 
by the Queen's power such as opposed his 
mad designs, (especially the Duke of Hamil- 
ton), be obtained a commission to be Lieute- 
nant of Scotland, and Commander in Chief of 
the Scottish forces, standing there for the 
King's partie. At his return into Scotland, 
(which was not- perceived till he was entered 
into Athole, to whose Earle he was tutor), he 
found Alaster Macdonatd, son to Coll Xfacgil- 
lespick, (commonly called Coll Kittf^b, then 
prisoner in Inshconnel in Argile), with a crew ' 
of bloody Irish rebels, and dcsperat hacksters, 
gathered in the Isles. These, neglected at first, 
as inconsiderable, joining with Montrose^ the 
Laird of Glengary, and a great number of 
Islanders and North Highlanders, peircing in- 
to the heart of Perthshire, September 1644, 
(being Sunday morning), foiled at Tibbermoor, 
nigh to Perth, the forces of Fife, and some- of 
Strathern, who (under the commandement of 
David Earle of Weems) had, in a tumultuary 
body, without skilful commanders, assembled 
fpr resistance. Shortly thereafter he had the 
like successe at Aberdeen, having wasted all 
betwixt 
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betwixt the Lennox atid Marr, who stood for 
the League and Covenant. 

Th^sd evils not .prevailing with the hearts of 
men, in October following, the plague pf pesti- 
lence cUd break out in £(Unburgl^. but very 
slowly, at first as it were inviting nken to 
repentance. The next aumtner it raged tx- 
ceedingly tlirow many parts of the laad,~conti- 
■nning for four years, and spreading the. conta- 
gion into the utmost part$ of the Highlands.: 
- Yet these evils did more harden liien in their 
wjckeijQeBp .then they, moved to repentance, 

1645. 

la February, Marion Wiiky, widow of' Aiy- 
drew Ainsly, late Bailie, delivered to James 
.Bams, Cotledge Thesaurar, 1S50 libs, mortified 
by her husband for maintenance of the profes- 
sion of Divinity in the University. 

The plagpe rageing vehemently in the spring 
forced the CoUedge to dissolve upcm the ^th of 
Aprile ; and upon the 3d of May,, Mr Duncan 
Fofrestor's disciples, (the 57th class), without 
publick examination, (in respect of the tinie% 
yet after solemn diiputation la the great hal^, , 
were 
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were created Maiitera of Arts, some 70 in Duta- 
ber; the greatest which hath been faeard-^of .in 
aay University in Scotland! 

This year, Montrose r^ed dirow the north 
parts of Scotlend, having beaten the Parlia- 
ment's forces at Innerlochie, Old Rain, andAii- 
fiird, and finally (joined With the Gordons) gi- 
v'mg the . disihal bkrw at Kilsyth, in SteHing* 
shire, I5th August l64^ ; w)iich overtJirow 
seemed to overturn all that been done in the 
couree oi Reformation, for 8 years preying, 
none dareiti^ to make head against him, till 
David Lesly, Lieutenant^Generat of the Scotish 
Forces, then in England, with a small partie of 
Scots horsemen comeing with him, (invited by 
the Cmnmittee of Estates), useilig extreme ditlir 
gence in marching and jdning with the few 
forces in Scotland which &en appeared, gave 
him the fatall overthrow at Philiphaugh, : near 
to Selkirk, 13th of September next following. 

This- Slimmer, William JPorter, merchant, dy- 
ing of the visitation, left to the CoHedge 1000 
merks for building of an chamber, which Jame^ 
Broun, Deacon of the Shoemakers, his execu- 
tor, the next year delivered to tiie Colled^ 
Itiesattrar. 
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Hiesaurar. Thomas Dods, plumbar,' deceasing 
the same way, mortified ^e like sum of 1000 
merks to the CoUedge, for die 'same use, which 
was addebted to him by the Citie Gouacil, and 
payed to the. CoQedge Thesauilar by act the 
first of December 1647. 

^ llie infisction relenting in October, the Mai- 
stersof the University assembled at'Edinburgh 
in tiie beginniiigi^c^ November ; but, in regard 
of the- uncertain state of the Citie, it was 
tbdught fit to retire for that winter Co Linlith- 
gow, till the town W^re purged of the remain-' 
der of the contagion^: 

. This resolution b«^ng. notified abroad by pro- 
grains, , the Pxincipal and 5 Regents, in the be- 
.g^nning of December, met . at linlithgow ; 
where ;there were S isles of the Great Kirk, al- 
loUed.for the 5 (lapses, and inclosed with tim- 
ber by the CoHedge TJjesaurar. Incontinent a 
vety considerably number of students assem- 
bled, and, being civilly and humanely used by 
the Ma^trates and citizens of that town, pro- 
secuted the course of their studies, free of all 
fears, whither from infection or the sword, till 
^ 17th d^ 'of March, at which time, (upon 
order 
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order from . the Council of Edinburgh), the 
whole ColledgcMaisters and Students, .take- 
ing onl3' four days for their transport^ assem- 
bled at Edinburgh, and continued the le^tpf 
the course of studies till the ordinary time, no 
harm befalling . any member of the CoUed|;e' 
througji the iiifectioh ; only in the vacance j>re- 
ceding James Marshal, porter, died in the 
lodges, though not of the plague ; and Mr 
Andrew Monro, keeper of the Ubrary, retiring 
to Perth, having been seized of the pestilence 
before his departure from Edinburgh, . died 
thereof. , , , 

The Counsellers, (in absence of the Maisters 
of the Colledge), did not easily agree upon an' 
successor to him ; many favoured Mr- Thomas 
Speir, a burges, son of an honest family, Lau- 
Teat at, the Lambfnas preceeding, especially, in 
regard of his grandfather, William Little^ Pro- 
' vost, a most especial friend to the Colledge, 
and his great-granduncle, Mr Clement Little, 
Commissary of Edinburgh, who gave the£cst 
being to the Library. On tlw other hand, 
Geoi^e So0ty, Dean of Guild, having a bro- 
ther's son named Mr Andrew Sooty, (bord in 
Forfar), 



,i.,-iM,Gdoglc 



\^ ' nisTonr or the 

Forfat), a very hopeful youth, laurcat in Hx^ 
Old CoUedge of St Andrew's 1644, 
had great influoice upon a great part of the 
Council To eshew farther contention, it was 
agreed, that the two should be joined in the 
charge; and (whereas the former keeper had 
only 400 merks a-year of stipend),. 300 merks 
was alotted to either of them, making ivp 600 
merks dureing their joint service ; which last- 
ed not long, for in Mr Thomas Speir, 
a. very hopfiil youth, deceased of a consump- 
' tion ; and Mr Andrew Sooty returned to the 
former pension of 400 merks. 

1646. 

July 30. After public examination and so* 
]emn dispute, the 58th class, bred under Mr 
Thomas Crawiiird, (46 in number), were pu- 
jblickly graduated in the lower great hall of 
the CoUedge. 

a6th June. This year Helen Syni, widow of 
David Grahame, merchant, gave bond to the 
CoUedge for 7000 merks, which her said hus- 
band at his death had mortified to the CoUedge, 
to be employed ibr the use thereof, by advice 
. of 
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-of Mr Alexander Henderson and Mr Robiert 

Douglas, ministers ; which sum was paid to 
theCoUedge the 17th of November 1647. 

In July also, Sir John Buchanan of that ilk, 
made his mortifieation, of which more shall 
be spoken hereafter.- Mr Alexander Henderson, 
minister of Edinburgh, and Rector of the Col- 
ledge, thereof, returning home from New- 
castle. 



Edinburgh, 20th July 17^3.— This day IJinish- 
ed the tranaaipt of this manuscript from the ori- 
ginal, all under the hand of Mr 'Thomas Grau- 
furd, Professor of Philosophy and Mathematics 
in the College of Edinburgh; which original be- 
longs to Mr Laurence DundaSy Professor of Hu- 
manity in the said College. . In verity o/" the pre- 
mises, I have ivritten and subscribed these Pre- 
sents, day arid place above written. 

(Signed) Mat. Cbaufuud, Ecd.Hist.P.R. 
APPEN-' 
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EXTRACT from a Work, entitled, Scotiae 
■ Indiculum, or the Present State of Scot- 
land, together with divers Reflections up- 
on the Ancient state therereof. By 
A. M. Philopatris. Printed at London 
in the year 1683. 

CHAP. XIV. 

THE UNIVEBSITT Of EDINBURGH. 

King James TI. of blessed m^oiy, tmmf 
1580, founded -this Univer»ty, upon the sup- 
plication and address of the Magistrates of 
of that Ci^, unto his Majesty for that effect 
He granted to them a charier under, the Great 
Seal, allowing them fall liberty and privilege 

of 
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of an ' University within their town. But the 
foundation was not perfected till aano 1582^ 
The privileges of this University are the same 
with those of any other University in the king- 
dom. 

The dignity of Chancellor and Vice-Chan- 
cellor do reside in the Magistrates and Town- 
Council of Edinburgh, who are the only pa* 
irons. Neither was the dignity ever conferred 
iipon any single person. 

The persons endowed were, 

A Principal or Warden. 

A Professor of Divinity. 

Four Masters, or Regents, (for so they are 
called), of Philosophy, and a Professor or 
Regent of Humanity, (ffumaniarum LUe- 
rarum), or Philology. 

Since the first foundation, the Town hath 
added a Professor of Hebrew, ann? I640. 

Df Conradus Otto, a learned Jew, >vas the 
first Professor. . , 

The City of Edinburgh likewise added a 

Professor of Mathematics, preferring James 

Gregory, 
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Gregory, Fellow of the Royal Society, to the 
jplace, atato 1674. 

Benefactoj's. 
James VI. was the founder. 

The'0)ll(?ge'was built, and the Masters ftiain- 
tained by the public and private benevolenctt 
of the Citizens of Edinbur^ 

The Earl of Teviot hath'builtrsevewl ooh- 
veiiient chambers, b^ing educated in this Gok 
Jege, and left money for the maintenance of se- 
veral bursars. 

Several Citizens have built , chambers, and 
mortified considerable sjims of money for the 
use cif the University. 

Ail the Benefactors names are inserted in the 
books of the Town-CouncJl, and in the register 
of the Library ; and are alsp drawn in golden 
letters upon several places in., t^e walls of the 
Library, together with their several donations ; . 
and also at the time of the public commence- 
njent, which is once evefy year^ they are re- 
f ited vrcd sppcf. ' . ■ 

' ■ ■"' ■ ^' 'the 
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The Libnuy was foanded by Ctejueiit Little, 
one of the Commissaries of Edinburgh, armo 
1685, since which time it is much increased 
both by donatives ^m the Citizens, as also 
jrom the Scholars, who are more in number 
bere than in other College in the kingdom. 

There is a gift in this Library of one 'Mrs 
Scot to the value of 30 lib. the more esteemed^ 
because it is from a worthy matron and lover, 
of learning, agood example to all otliers of her 



Atmo 1583. Robert fiollock, one of the Mini- 
sters of the City, who was likewise Profes- 
sor of Divinity, (for all the' Principals here 
are primaru Prqfessore* TheohgiiE), was the 
first Principal and Rector of the University." 

j^BBo 1600. Mr Henry Charteris. 

Anm 1620. Mr Patrick Sands. 
Mr Robert Boyd. 

Amto 1625. John Adamson. 

Anno 1653. Robert Leighton, who was after- 
wards preferred to be Bishop of Dumblane. 
Armo 
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J$mo 1661 William ColvilL ^ -. t 

Awto_ \$7S. Andrew Cant 

Prvfatu^t ofDiomUjf, 

: ■ ■ ■ ': .1 :■: .-.•: i 

4nno l6tO, Andrew Ramsay. 

jnno 1630. John Sharp, Doctor of Divinil;)'. . ^ 

j^f^ 1650. David Dickaon. , ^ * 

4«n0, 1675.. Lawrence Charteris. ^ 

Present Professors. ,, , 

Andrew Cant, Principal. • 1 ' -•; '. ,ii 

lAWicnce Charters, P/ofessor of iDtrinity. . i ' 
Andrew. Didkaon, Professbr of Hebrew. ■' 
GiHMTt Macroordo, Andrew Masaje, Mr Litiber* 
dale, Mr Cockbum, Profesiora of FhiloM^jr. 
Alexander Cimningham, Profesaor of Humamty. 
Alexander Hraderson, Keeper of the libtaiy. 
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LIST of the SEKAttts AcADimc'us if 
the Ummraty of Edinburgh, May I. 
1808. ' 

Dr George Biird, Principal, . 1 1th Sept yiSi, 

Formerly joint Hebrew, Z4th Nor. 179?. 
Dr Alexander Monro ten- 

1. Anatomy, liEtfa July 1755. 

-$. Anatomy and Surgery, SOth Aug. 1777- 

3. Joint Anatomy and Sur- 
gery, - )4th Dec. 1798, 
Dr Adam Ferguaaon, 

I. Natural PMIoaophy, let Aug. 1759.: 

8. Morel Philowphy, ttA Jiily I r(U. 

3. Joint Mathematicf, MMh May lliSJi 
Mr Dugald Stewart^ 

I. Mathematiiis, Stth June .177Ju. 

%, Moral PfailoMiphy, mi May I785i 

Dr James Gregory, 

1. Theory of Medicine, lat Aug. 1776. 

S. Practice of 'Mediciiie, 8tb Ja^. 1790^ 
Dr Andrew Hunter, Divinity, 9th D«c. 1779. 
Mr John Playfair, 
^ I, Joint Mathematics, Slst May 1785, 

}. Natural Philosophy, 30th Mar. 1 80$. 
Pf 
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